Presenter Biographies
Karolina S. Abuzyarova
Program Coordinator, Utah State Courts
karolinaa@utcourts.gov
Karolina S. Abuzyarova joined the Administrative Office of the Utah State Courts in 2011 as a Program Coordinator to
build a new guardianship monitoring program for vulnerable adults – the Court Visitor Volunteer Program. She develops
program infrastructure, community partnerships, training curriculum and materials, and handles public relations. In 2013,
Karolina identified, applied for and received a stimulus grant from the National Guardianship Network to establish Working
Interdisciplinary Network of Guardianship Stakeholders (WINGS) in Utah.
Karolina previously worked at the Utah State Bar as Pro Bono Coordinator, where she started the Debtor’s Counseling
Clinic. Prior to that, she managed the Executive Development Program for the Ukrainian government at the National
Democratic Institute for International Affairs, and served as Government Liaison Specialist for the Global Libraries
Program at the International Research and Exchanges Board.
Karolina holds a Master’s Degree in Comparative Politics and Public Administration from the University of Utah where she
was an Edmund Muskie/Freedom Support Act Graduate fellow in 2003-2005.

Zachary Addison
Director of Case Management, The Guardian Project
zaddison@courts.state.ny.us
Prior to joining the Guardianship Project in March 2007, Zachary worked as a counselor in a domestic violence shelter in
Manhattan. His previous work experience includes interning with the Crisis Unit of the Chapel Hill (North Carolina) Police
Department and assisting with research projects on the quality of child care.

Dean Michael P. Allen
Professor of Law, Stetson University College of Law
allen@law.stetson.edu
Michael Allen is a Professor of Law at Stetson University College of Law in Gulfport, Florida. He is also Director of
Stetson’s Veterans Law Institute and the College of Law’s Associate Dean for Faculty Development and Strategic
Initiatives.
Before joining the faculty, Dean Allen spent nine years as a civil trial attorney at the law firm of Ropes & Gray in Boston,
Massachusetts where he concentrated on complex insurance coverage cases, securities class action defense, large tort
actions and general commercial litigation. Professor Allen’s clients included major investment banks, a wide assortment of
public companies and insurers at Lloyd’s of London.
Dean Allen is a frequent speaker to bar associations, judicial organizations, and community groups. He has spoken on
veterans’ benefits law, constitutional law, the United States Supreme Court, judicial independence, and remedies among
others. Finally, Dean Allen is active in several professional associations. He has served as a member of the Board of
Trustees of the Southeastern Association of Law Schools and as the Chairs of the AALS Section on New Law Teachers
and the AALS Section on Remedies. He has also testified before committees of both the United States Senate and the
United States House of Representatives concerning veterans’ benefits matters. In addition, Dean Allen has spoken
nationally concerning veterans issue to groups such as the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, the
United States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, the National Association of Veterans Advocates, and the Bar
Association of the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims.
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Makoto Arai
Professor of Law, Chuo University
makotoar@guitar.ocn.ne.jp
Makoto Arai is a Professor of Law at Chuo University in Tokyo, Japan (Tama Campus). Professor Arai is a graduate of the
Faculty of Law at Keio University and received his Doctor of Jurisprudence degree from Ludwig Maximilians University in
Munich. He was formerly Dean of the Law School at Tsukuba University.
His research interests include the use of the trust system in an aging society and the encouragement of better utilization
of adult guardianship. His major works include Trust Law (3rd. ed., 2008); Visions of the Trust Law System (co-author,
2011); and Visions of the Adult Guardianship Law System (co-author, 2011). Professor Arai has also authored numerous
articles and is particularly noted for his work in comparative law.
He received the Humbolt Research Award in 2006, and was awarded the Officer’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the
Federal Republic of Germany in 2010. He is also the president of the Japan Adult Guardianship Association and a
standing director of the Japan Association for the Law of Trust.

Anna Arstein-Kerslake
Research Fellow, Disability Rights Expanding Accessible Markets (DREAM) Training Network
anna.arsteinkerslake@nuigalway.ie
Anna is currently a Research Fellow on the Disability Rights Expanding Accessible Markets (DREAM) Training Network
where she has participated in research and advocacy for legal capacity law reform around the globe.
Before beginning work as a DREAM researcher, she worked on disability rights issues in the Brussels office of Human
Rights Watch. Her training in human rights comes from her year as a student attorney in the International Women’s
Human Rights (IWHR) Clinic at CUNY School of Law, and her course work at University College London (UCL), where
she spent a semester studying EU Law and Human Rights Law.
From 2008-2010 she sat on the Association of the Bar of the City of New York (ABCNY) Committee on Legal Issues
Affecting People with Disabilities, where she participated in awareness raising of the UN CRPD and organized a panel
discussion on domestic violence as is affects people with disabilities. Anna has also completed internships at the
International Rescue Committee (IRC), the New York State Division of Human Rights (DHR), New York Lawyers for the
Public Interest (NYLPI), the United Kingdom Ministry of Justice Human Rights Division, and Comité Español de
Representantes de Personas con Discapacidad (CERMI).

Dr. Prosper Ayawei
Senior Consultant and Adviser, Government of Nigeria
Prosperayawei@gmail.com
Dr. Prosper Ayawei is a Senior Consultant and Adviser to the government and the private sector in several respects and
is one of the world’s foremost researchers on the recently rediscovered concept of psychology named Psychomorphology.
He holds Ph.Ds In Strategic Leadership and Counseling and also has several degrees in Environment and Ecology.
From January 1999 – April 2000, he was Special Adviser on environment, pollution and gas matters in Bakloga of Bayelsa
State, Nigeria. In 2000, he became the chairman of the Gas and Oil Committee, Bakolga, Bayelsa state, Nigeria. In 2001,
He serves as a member of the Presidential Monitoring Committee to inspect ecological fund projects in Akwa Ibom State.
From 2001 – 2003, he was a consultant on ecology to the Bayelsa State Government and a State Desk Officer to the
President’s Ecological Fund. From 2003 – 2005, he was Senior Special Assistant to the Executive Governor of Bayelsa
State on NGOs and Donor Agencies. In 2004, he served as a member of the mobilization committee of the Presidential
visit to Bayelsa State and is currently a consultant on Ecological matters to the Ministry of Environment, Bayelsa State.

Simon A. Azavedo, MSW, LCSW, CCBT, DAPA
Psychotherapist, Private Practice
saza9876@gmail.com
Simon Azavedo has a Master’s degree in Social Work from New York University. He is a New Jersey Licensed Clinical
Social Worker and a Certified Cognitive-Behavioral Therapist with the American College of Certified Forensic Counselors.
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He is also a diplomat of the American Psychotherapy Association and is a member of the National Association of Social
Workers.
His career has included work in NJ State government, community-based hospitals and small clinics. In addition to having
a private practice for many years where he sees children, teens, adults, couples and families he has also worked for many
years with the developmentally disabled, and chronically mentally ill populations.
For over 20 years he has served on the New Jersey Division of Developmental Disabilities Human Rights Committee for
the Northern and Upper Central Region. He recently co-authored and co-edited a book, Where Human Rights Begin:
Human Rights and Guardianship for Individuals with Developmental Disabilities -In Plain Language. He also was a
presenter at the National Guardianship Association’s 2013 Annual Conference.

Phoebe Ball
Staff Attorney, Disability Rights Florida
phoebeb@disabilityrightsflorida.org
Phoebe Ball is an attorney licensed in Massachusetts, Iowa and Florida. She a staff attorney with Disability Rights Florida,
the governor-designated protection and advocacy agency for the state of Florida. Ms. Ball works on a variety of issues,
including access to Medicaid, access to home and community based services, self-determination and civil rights issues,
including filing for restoration of rights for individuals under guardianship. In addition to her position with Disability Rights
Florida, Ms. Ball is an adjunct Professor of Law at Florida State University, teaching disability law.
Before joining Disability Rights Florida, Ms. Ball worked for the Law, Health Policy and Disability Center at University of
Iowa on a number of grant-funded projects that were geared towards advancing the economic, social and civic
empowerment of people with disabilities. She has long been active in the Independent Living movement and previously
served as board chair of the Evert Conner Center for Independent Living in Iowa City.

Robert Barton
Attorney, Holland & Knight LLP
robert.barton@hklaw.com
Robert Barton is an attorney in the Private Wealth Services Group of the Los Angeles office of Holland & Knight LLP. Mr.
Barton focuses his practice on complex trust and estate litigation, trust and estate administration as well as
conservatorship and guardianship matters for individuals, families and charities.

Mindi R. Blanchard, M.Ed., CPG
Founder, Bridge Builders, Ltd.
info@bridgebldrs.com
Mindi Blanchard founded Bridge Builders, Ltd, a guardianship agency located on the North Olympic Peninsula, in 2003. In
2011, Ms. Blanchard was a finalist for the Small Business Association’s Small Business Person of the Year Award.
Ms. Blanchard has a passion for guardianship. She and her staff have worked hard to develop a reputation for providing
quality guardianship and other services to vulnerable adults. She regularly receives inquiries regarding guardianship and
other services from other areas in the State of Washington and also other parts of the country. One of Bridge Builders,
Ltd’s focuses is education. Bridge Builders, Ltd has provided continuing education for certified professional guardians and
the community for the past eleven years.
In June 2013, Ms. Blanchard started a non-profit called The Guardian Institute for the purpose of providing support
services to lay and professional guardians. In addition, she addressed the lack of funding for low income guardianships by
developing a Foundation in order to receive donations and grants.

Dr. Kees Blankman
Associate Law Professor, VU University
c.blankman@vu.nl
Dr. Kees Blankman is an associate professor at the Faculty of Law, VU University, Amsterdam and a substitute judge at
the district court of Zutphen in the Netherlands. He wrote a thesis on Plenary guardianship and tailor-made protection for
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adults (1994). His area of research and expertise is substitute decision-making for adults and mental health legislation. He
is a member of the committee of guardianship judges on the application of guardianship measures and law reform in the
Netherlands.
Kees participated in a project sponsored by the EU on the education of volunteer guardians in Europe (2007- 2009) and
he is currently involved in setting up an EU project on onclusion and the UN Convention on the rights of persons with
disabilities. He was chairperson of a working group of experts that came up with the text of the Council of Europe
Recommendation (2009) on continuing powers of attorney and advance directives and organized a small-scale
International IGN conference on guardianship in September 2007 in Bergen, The Netherlands.

Honorable Sharon R. Bock, Esq.
Clerk & Comptroller, Palm Beach County
sbock@mypalmbeachclerk.com
Clerk & Comptroller Sharon R. Bock is a tireless advocate for continuous government improvement who encourages the
use of industry best practices and technology to address the major fiscal and ethical challenges facing Palm Beach
County.
Now in her third four-year term, she serves a local population of nearly 1.3 million citizens as the county’s Chief Financial
Officer, Treasurer and Auditor, Clerk of the Circuit Court, County Recorder and Clerk of the Board of County
Commissioners. Hers is the third-largest Clerk’s office in Florida, administering a $60 million annual budget and
overseeing more than 700 employees in seven locations.
Her strong reputation in the financial arena has resulted in requests from county commissioners for financial analyses and
trend reports necessary for effective decision-making and from other constitutional officers, the courts and community
leaders for objective financial and performance audits. Additionally, because of Clerk Bock’s broad expertise in areas
such as government finance, investment portfolio management and auditing, she has been quoted in national and
international publications such as The Wall Street Journal, Financial Times and The Bond Buyer.

Karen Boxx
Professor, University of Washington School of Law
kboxx@uw.edu
Karen Boxx is a Professor at the University of Washington School of Law, where she teaches in the areas of trusts and
estates, estate planning, community property, conflicts of laws and professional responsibility. She is also of counsel at
Keller Rohrback LLP, Seattle, Washington. She is Chair of the Washington State Bar Association Real Property, Probate
and Trust Section and Vice Chair of the Elder Law, Disability Planning and Bioethics Group of the ABA Real Property,
Trust and Estate Section.
Boxx has been active in legislative reform, including chairing a WSBA Task Force that drafted major revisions to
Washington trust law enacted in 2011. She is a Fellow of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel and a
member of its Elder Law Committee.

Cate Boyko
Manager, Conservator Account Auditing Program
cate.boyko@courts.state.mn.us
Cate Boyko is the manager of the Minnesota Judicial Branch statewide Conservator Account Auditing Program. Cate was
the project manager for MYMNConservator (MMC). MMC is an online application used by Minnesota conservators to
electronically file inventories and annual accounts with Minnesota courts. Cate has extensive experience with program
administration, project management, auditing supervision, and white collar crime investigation.
Prior to her position with the Minnesota Judicial Branch, Cate was a Supervisor in Individual Income Tax Auditing with the
Minnesota Department of Revenue. Cate’s experience preceding auditing was in white collar crime investigation with the
Criminal Division of Minnesota Revenue. Before joining the tax department Cate was a member of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police. Cate has a Master of Public Administration.
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Dr. Dagmar Brosey
Law Professor and Head of the Institute of Social Law, Cologne University of Applied Science
dagmar.brosey@fh-koeln.de
Prof. Dr. Dagmar Brosey is a Law Professor at Cologne University of Applied Science.
She holds a doctor of law degree of the University of Goettingen. The subject of her dissertation is “significance of ward’s
will and wishes with regard to the right of determination residence and the reservation of consent for legal acting”.
In 2008 she accepted the position as an Editor-in-chief of the Journal of German Custodianship law and practice. She
then moved to Cologne University of Applied Science where she was appointed to a professorship for civil law with a
focus on family law at the faculty of applied social science. She became the head of the master program “Law and
Counselling”.
Furthermore she is member in several committees in the sector of custodianship and adult protection, like a member of
the managing committee of the German Association for Custodianship courts. Dagmar Brosey has published many
articles and books with regard to custodianship law, adult protection, CRPD, and child protection. Most of the publications
are in German, one is translated into Polish. The main topics of her research are: ward’s self-determination, deprivation of
liberty, elder abuse in long term care and law and social work.

Tina Campanella
Director and Chief Executive Officer, Quality Trust for Individuals with Disabilities
tina818@AOL.COM
Ms. Campanella has been the Director and Chief Executive Officer of Quality Trust since its inception in 2002. In more
than 35 years of experience working on behalf of children and adults with disabilities, her work has included providing
direct support, administering programs and serving as an expert consultant regarding quality improvement and
organizational development throughout the U.S. and abroad. She is an exceptional thinker and leader with expertise in
program development, person-centered approaches and service quality management. Ms. Campanella and Quality Trust
serve as a strong, independent advocate for individuals and families and are leading efforts to improve community
systems and supports.

Karen P. Campbell, Esq.
Executive Director, Office of Public Guardian, Inc.
karen.campbell@bigbendopg.org
Karen P. Campbell is the Executive Director of the Office of Public Guardian, Inc. which serves as the Public Guardian for
the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 14th Judicial Circuits in the State of Florida. Ms. Campbell is responsible for public guardianship
administration in 21 counties in North Florida for over 140 incapacitated persons. She is also an instructor for the Florida
Forty Hour Professional Guardianship Course. Ms. Campbell is a past president of the Florida State Guardianship
Association and is a member of the Elder Law Section of the Florida Bar. She is a former adjunct instructor with the
College of Social Work, Florida State University. Ms. Campbell was a member of the Florida Supreme Court Committee
on Guardianship Monitoring and the 2003 Governor’s Task Force on Guardianship and Developmentally Disabled. She
has lectured on various topics involving guardianship and elder law.

Wendy Shparago Cappelletto
Assistant Public Guradian, Office of the Public Guardian of Cook County
wendy.cappelletto@cookcountyil.gov
Wendy Shparago Cappelletto is an Assistant Public Guardian with the Office of the Public Guardian of Cook County, in
the Adult Guardianship Division. She is the supervising attorney for the Intake and Public Benefits departments. Prior to
joining the Public Guardian’s Office in 1998, Ms. Cappelletto was a staff attorney at Prairie State Legal Services, Inc.
Ms. Cappelletto is an active member of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys. She is a member of the national
Board of Directors and is the chair of the Guardianship/Conservatorship Section of NAELA. She is a member of NAELA’s
Council of Advanced Practitioners (CAP). She is the immediate past president of the Illinois Chapter of NAELA. She is
currently a member of the Illinois Financial Abuse Specialist Team. She served as an appointed member of the statewide
steering committee on self neglect and assisted with drafting administrative rules. She also was a member of the
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Suburban Coalition on Elder Abuse. She was one of the contributing authors to the Illinois Jurisprudence volume on Elder
Law published in 2006. In addition, she was recently a delegate at the Third National Guardianship Summit in 2011.

Natalie Chin
Clinical Teaching Fellow, Cardozo School of Law Guardianship Clinic
nchin@yu.edu
Natalie Chin works for the Cardozo School of Law Guardianship Clinic, where she supervises the case work and policy
projects of the Clinic’s students. The Guardianship Clinic advocates for low-income clients and assists the court in legal
issues related to court-appointed guardian cases, including housing, medical benefits and estate planning. Ms. Chin came
to Cardozo after nearly five years at Lambda Legal, where she worked on impact litigation, education and policy reform to
achieve equal rights for LGBT people and individuals living with HIV, with an emphasis on LGBT and HIV aging issues.
Ms. Chin has appeared on dozens of panels and given lectures and presentations across the country on LGBT and HIV
aging issues in areas that include life planning, access to health care and housing. She works collaboratively with local
and national aging organizations to advance policies that protect the rights of the LGBT and HIV-positive aging
community. One such collaboration resulted in a published report, Older LGBT Adults in Long-Term Care Facilities:
Stories from the Field, which gathered information through an on-line survey about discrimination, abuse and neglect in
long-term care facilities. Ms. Chin is the co-author of two articles in the Clearinghouse Review: Journal of Poverty Law
and Policy on economic and housing security for LGBT older adults and wrote an FAQ on the Fair Housing Act for the
National Resource Center on LGBT Aging. She is on the editorial board of the American Society on Aging’s LGBT Aging
Issues Network.

Charles CHIU Chung-yee
Chairperson, Guardianship Board of Hong Kong SAR
charleschiu@adultguardianship.org.hk
Mr. Charles CHIU Chung-yee was appointed the full-time Chairperson of the Guardianship Board of Hong Kong SAR
since February 2003. He has practiced law in Hong Kong since 1981. He is a Fellow of Hong Kong Institute of Arbitrators
Limited and a Panel of Arbitrators and Mediators of Hong Kong International Arbitration Center and Hong Kong Mediation
Accreditation Association Limited.
Currently, he is the Chairman of Haven of Hope Hospital and Haven of Hope Christian Service of Hong Kong. He is also a
member of Hong Kong Hospital Authority’s sub-committees.

Meredith Coote
Assistant Director, New South Wales Trustee and Guardian
meredith.coote@tag.nsw.gov.au
Meredith Coote is the Assistant Director of New South Wales Trustee and Guardian in Sydney, Australia. Meredith has
degrees in special education, psychology and management and has worked in guardianship and financial management
for more than 23 years. Meredith’s dream is to move Australia toward assisted decision making in a way that still
safeguards the vulnerable from exploitation, abuse and the significant impact of undue influence, whilst at the same time
assisting people with disabilities to enjoy more personal choice and freedom than ever before.
With her colleague Mark Rozanc, Meredith has recently been developing a client profile consultation tool which will assist
service providers and families in New South Wales to understand the past and future pathways for an individual in regard
to their chosen lifestyles, both past and present.

Melinda Coulter
Coordinator of Provider Training, Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD)
Melinda.coulter@apdcares.org
Melinda Coulter has been employed with the Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) since 1999. She presently serves
as the client legal rights champion and coordinator of provider training in the Quality Assurance Bureau. Ms. Coulter is
APD’s resident expert on the legal rights of persons with disabilities and as such advises agency legal staff and policy
makers. She holds numerous responsibilities within APD for the review, evaluation, direction to area administrators and
their staff in the management and operation of service programs, training and technical assistance.
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Ms. Coulter worked with the Advocacy Center for Persons with Disabilities, the Florida Developmental Disabilities Council,
and the Florida Bar to educate legislators on the need to revise Florida’s guardian advocacy statutes. She is past
president and current treasurer of the Big Bend Chapter of the Florida State Guardianship Association as well as on the
Board of the state organization.
Ms. Coulter is also Chairman of the Foundation for Indigent Guardianship. She is APD’s representative on the “Lighting
the Way to Guardianship” Project Team as well as the Right’s Restoration Project. Ms. Coulter was very active with the
Human Rights Advocacy Committee from 1990-1999 where she served as the Chairperson for six years and developed
their statewide training curriculum.

Tye J. Cressman, Esq.
Partner, Cressman & Erde
tcressman@cressmanerdelaw.com
Tye J. Cressman, Esq. is a partner at Cressman & Erde in Meadville, Pennsylvania, where his practice is limited to estate
planning, elder law, estate administration, and real estate. He also serves in an of-counsel capacity for Lewis & Ristvey in
Hermitage, Pennsylvania.
Tye is a member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association and the Crawford County Bar Association. He is also a member of
the Pennsylvania Association of Elder Law Attorneys (PAELA) and the National Association of Elder Law Attorneys
(NAELA). He is the author of various articles and publications related to estate planning and elder law, including Ten
Tough Conversations: Successfully Discussing Issues of Aging with Your Parents.

Maria Isolina Dabove
Researcher, National Council of Scientific and Technological Research (CONICET)
isolinadabove@gmail.com
Dr. Dabove is a researcher at National Council of Scientific and Technological Research (CONICET) at Buenos Aires
University (Argentina). In addition, she serves as director of the Elder Law Research Center at the National University of
Rosario (Argentina) and the Observatory for Human Rights of the Elderly - University of Morón.
She is a founder and principal lecturer of the Chair of Elder Law at National University of Rosario, University of Buenos
Aires and National University o Córdoba. She also serves as an undergraduate and graduate professor at the following
universities: University of Buenos Aires, National University of Rosario, National University of Buenos Aires Province,
National University of Mar del Plata and the National University o Córdoba in Argentina.
She has participated in conferences and undergraduate and graduate courses in Brazil, Nicaragua, Australia, Chile,
Panamá, Paraguay, Uruguay, México, Colombia, Spain and France. She has been in charge of CONICET doctoral
fellowships and PhD and Master Theses. She is the author of Human Rights of Old People and Elder Law: an
Interdisciplinary Perspective, among others.
Currently, she is director and author of Elder Law Treaty, soon to be published by Abeledo Perrot-Thomson & Reuters.
She has published peer-reviewed articles in numerous local and foreign journals. She is member of INPEA (International
Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse) and she is part of the Latin American Research Network (LARNA) of the
Oxford Institute of Ageing. In 2012 and 2013, she was honored by the Buenos Aires City Bar Association, by the Rosario
City Council and by the Moron City Bar Association, for her work in building Elder Law as a new legal specialty

Kim Dayton
Director, Center for Elder Justice & Policy
kim.dayton@zoho.com
Kim Dayton is Emerita Professor of Law at William Mitchell College of Law, and Director of the Center for Elder Justice
and Policy in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Prior to joining the William Mitchell faculty in 2005, she was Professor of Law at the
University of Kansas. She is a co-author of Advising the Elderly (Thomson-West 2nd ed.), a four-volume, 39-chapter
treatise on elder law and related topics (with Guare, Mezullo, and Wood); Elder Law: Primary and Secondary Materials
(4th ed. Carolina Academic Press 2012) (digital casebook), and editor of/contributor to Comparative Perspectives on Law
and Aging (Carolina Academic Press 2014). She has served as an adjunct professor in the elder law LLM program at
Stetson University College of Law.
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In 1994, Professor Dayton helped to establish the elder law clinic at the University of Kansas, one of the nation’s first law
school clinics dedicated to serving the needs of elderly clients. She founded the Kansas Elder Law Network (now the
National Elder Law Network, www.neln.org), a web-based compendium of resources on elder law, in 1995. From 2006-10
she served on the Board of Directors of the National Academy of Elder Law. She is a Distinguished Fellow at the
Canadian Centre for Elder Law Studies. Professor Dayton has written extensively on a wide variety of topics involving the
intersection of law and aging. Her current research projects pertain to adult guardianship, comparative perspectives on
law and aging, and feminist legal theories of elder law.

Dr. Joan-Manuel Del Pozo-Àlvarez
Professor of Philosophy, University of Girona
joanm.delpozo@udg.edu
Joan-Manuel del Pozo-Alvarez is professor of Philosophy at the University of Girona (Catalonia-Spain), explaining ancient
philosophy, communication ethics, and ethics applied to social work. From its thesis, his research focuses on Cicero,
around whom he has written several publications.
He has translated into Catalan three philosophical treatises of Cicero: De Natura Deorum, De re Publica and Paradoxa
Stoicorum, published by the Bernat Metge Foundation. He also made a direct translation to original classic Latin of the
Thomas More political thought work, Utopia. He maintains an intense lecture activity in several countries around different
issues like education, philosophy, ethics and politics.
He is currently the director of the Observatory of Applied Ethics in Social Action, where he is now working on the line of
people with intellectual disabilities self-government processes from the ethics point of view. As a politician, he has been
member of the Spanish Congress and the Catalan Parliament, Deputy Mayor of the City of Girona and Education and
Universities Minister in the Catalan government. He was also a government counsellor of the Catalan Broadcasting
Corporation.

Craig Dent, MBA, MAICD
Chief Executive Officer, State Trustees Limited
craig.dent@statetrustees.com.au
Craig Dent is an award-winning senior executive who has successfully implemented sustainable operating models that
are profitable and customer-focused across corporate, government and community sectors in a career spanning nearly 30
years.
As the new Chief Executive Officer for State Trustees and former General Manager, Client Services since early 2012,
Craig has transformed client service, optimized efficiencies and focused on commercial growth. Under his leadership,
client satisfaction and employee engagement are at an all-time high.
Craig is an Australian Institute of Management Fellow, holds a Masters in Business Administration from the Australian
Graduate School of Entrepreneurship at Swinburne University and is a member of the Australian Institute of Company
Directors and the Harvard Business Review Advisory Council. He also holds multiple board and advisory roles and has
led a number of award-winning initiatives within the non-for-profit sector.
Craig has lectured at universities and spoken internationally on leadership, transformation, management, social
entrepreneurship, strategy, innovation and engagement. He is a graduate of Leadership Victoria (formerly Williamson
Community Leadership program) and has received the International Exemplary Leader Award from the Chair Academy for
Advances in Academic and Administrative Leadership.

Nandini Devi, MA
PhD Candidate, Department of Health Sciences and Health Policy, University of Lucerne
nandini.devi@paraplegie.ch
Nandini Devi is a British citizen currently pursuing her PhD at the Department of Health Sciences and Health Policy at the
University of Lucerne. She is also a team member of the Disability Policy Group at the Swiss Paraplegic Research based
in Nottwil, Switzerland.
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Ms. Devi is currently researching the interpretation and implementation of Article 12 (Equal recognition before the law) of
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, focusing on two approaches substituted decision-making
and supported decision-making at a service provision level in the UK.
Prior to this, Ms Devi worked as a Programme Manager for a research think tank and with the Human Rights Council in
Geneva (Switzerland) on conflict resolution processors, issues surrounding sovereignty, self-determination and human
rights violations in conflict situations. Previous to this position, Ms. Devi worked for the Law Society in London. Her
research interests are in disability policy and law, supported decision-making, persons with intellectual disability and
human rights.

Rebekah Diller
Assistant Clinical Professor and Director, The Guardianship Clinic
rebekah.diller@yu.edu
Rebekah Diller is an assistant clinical professor and director of The Guardianship Clinic at the Benjamin N. Cardozo
School of Law in New York. The Guardianship Clinic represents clients in all aspects of adult guardianship proceedings
and engages in law reform projects to promote accessibility and accountability within the guardianship system. The clinic
also assists clients in implementing alternatives to guardianship and with their related civil legal needs. Last fall, The
Guardianship Clinic released a major report, Guardianship in New York: Developing an Agenda for Change, that
synthesized reform recommendations from a wide-ranging group of judges, attorneys, advocates, service providers, and
court personnel.
Prior to joining Cardozo, Professor Diller was deputy director of the Justice Program at the Brennan Center for Justice at
New York University School of Law, where she also served as an Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law. At the Brennan
Center, Diller spearheaded research, advocacy and litigation to expand access to justice for low-income families. Her
work included a campaign to remove restrictions on legal services lawyers that resulted in Congress lifting a bar on the
collection of attorneys’ fees by federally funded legal services programs, co-authoring several groundbreaking reports on
court fees and debtor’s prison, and litigating against unconstitutional conditions on federal grant programs. Previously, she
was as an attorney at the New York Civil Liberties Union, Housing Works and Legal Services for the Elderly in Queens.
Diller has testified before committees in both houses of Congress and her work has been featured in the New York Times,
USA Today, Newsweek and many other outlets.

Robert D. Dinerstein
Director, Disability Rights Law Clinic at American University, WCL
rdiners@wcl.american.edu
Robert D. Dinerstein is professor of law, associate dean for experiential education (including director of the clinical
program) and director of the Disability Rights Law Clinic at American University, Washington College of Law (WCL). Prior
to coming to WCL, he was an attorney for five years at the Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, Special Litigation
Section, where he litigated cases concerning conditions in state institutions for people with intellectual disabilities, mental
disorders and juveniles. The Disability Rights Law Clinic handles cases in such disability-related areas as special
education, admission/commitment of people with intellectual disabilities, employment discrimination, guardianship and its
alternatives, access of people with physical disabilities to public accommodations, social security disability, and related
areas.
For over twenty-five years, he has taught a law and disability seminar that explores constitutional, statutory, regulatory
and international law regarding people with disabilities. He is the author of many publications and has made numerous
presentations related to the field of disabilities law (including issues of consent/choice, capacity and guardianship), the
Americans with Disabilities Act, legal representation of clients with mental disabilities, disability and international human
rights and other subjects. Professor Dinerstein was appointed by President Clinton to the President’s Committee on
Mental Retardation (now the President’s Committee for People with Intellectual Disabilities) in 1994, and he served on the
Committee until 2001.
Prof. Dinerstein has consulted for the World Health Organization regarding the revision of mental health laws in Ghana
and Malawi and for the Open Society Foundations regarding the compliance of mental health legislation in Ghana and
Zambia with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. He was a signatory to the Montreal Declaration
on Intellectual Disabilities, adopted in Montreal, Canada in October 2004 and the Legal Opinion on Article 12 of the UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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David English
W.F. Fratcher Professor of Law, University of Missouri
englishda@missouri.edu
David M. English is the W.F. Fratcher Missouri Professor of Law at the University of Missouri. Professor English is best
known for his work for the Uniform Law Commission. He was the Reporter (principal drafter) for the Uniform Trust Code,
the Uniform Health-Care Decisions Act, and the Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction Act.
He is currently Chair of the Drafting Committee on the Interjurisdictional Recognition of Substitute Decision-Making
Documents Act. For the American Bar Association, Professor English is currently Chair of its Commission on Law and
Aging, and Chair of the National Conference of Lawyers and Corporate Fiduciaries.
Professor English is co-author of the treatise Tax, Estate and Financial Planning for the Elderly and of four other books.
He has also published numerous articles and has made frequent trips to China, Japan, and South Korea to speak on trust
and guardianship issues.

Yolande Erickson
Attorney, Bet Tzedek Legal Services
yerickson@bettzedek.org
Yolande Erickson is an attorney with Bet Tzedek Legal Services, a public interest law firm in Los Angeles, California. A
member of Bet Tzedek’s elder law team, she currently directs the Transitions project, seeking to identify and respond to
the legal and social issues of the aging intellectually/developmentally disabled population through the creation of a
coalition of both professionals and stakeholders. Ms. Erickson is a contributing author to the CEB California
Conservatorship Practice guide. She is a nationally- and internationally-recognized expert in conservatorships.

Linda S. Ershow-Levenberg
Principal and Managing Attorney, Fink Rosner Ershow-Levenberg LLC
linda@finkrosner.com
Linda S. Ershow-Levenberg is the principal and managing attorney of the firm Fink Rosner Ershow-Levenberg LLC in
Clark, NJ. Her practice involves planning, litigation and administration and concentrates in elder & disability law, which
includes Medicaid planning, applications & appeals; Social Security Disability & SSI; Veterans Disability Compensation
and Veterans Pension; Special Needs Trusts and Estate Planning, and Estate Administration.
Linda has been Certified (C.E.L.A.) in Elder Law by the National Elder Law Foundation, the accrediting body which is
recognized by the New Jersey Supreme Court and the American Bar Association, since 1999, and is a member of the
NAELA Council of Advanced Practitioners (CAP). She is the co-author of the Lexis-Nexis Practice Guide: NJ Elder Law,
first published in 2008 with annual updates.
Linda is the past chairman of the New Jersey State Bar Association’s Elder & Disability Law Section, and past Chairman
of the Union County Bar Association’s Elder Law Committee. She is also a member of the National Academy of Elder Law
Attorneys (NAELA); was the AARP Representative on the Governor’s Long-term Care Funding Advisory Council from
2008-2009; and is an Accredited Veterans Claims Attorney. She argued before the NJ Supreme Court on behalf of
amicus curiae N.J. Chapter of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys in re Keri, the seminal case on Medicaid
planning by Guardians, for which she received an Appreciation Award from the Guardianship Association of New Jersey
(GANJI).

Jochen Exler-König
Professional Guardian, NPO Betreuungsverein Treptow-Köpenick e.V.
jochen.exler-koenig@gmx.de
Jochen Exler-König holds a master’s degree in adult education and a diploma degree in social work. He has been a
professional guardian at the NPO Betreuungsverein Treptow-Köpenick e.V. since 1997. He has provides care for 40
people with regard to their financial decisions, personal decisions and medical treatment. He is responsible for the
education and support of volunteer and family member guardians in the court district Berlin-Köpenick.
As founder and chairperson of the International Guardianship Network, he has coordinated the IGN activities and EU
projects with international partners since October 2001.
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Sue Field
NSW Trustee and Guardian Fellow in Elder Law, University of Sydney
s.field@uws.edu.au
Sue Field is the inaugural New South Wales Trustee & Guardian Fellow in Elder Law at School of Law, University of
Western System (formerly the New South Wales Public Trustee Fellow in Elder Law). Sue is admitted as a solicitor of the
Supreme Court of Queensland and on the role of the High Court of Australia and an Australian Legal Practitioner. Sue has
presented at numerous national and international conferences on topics related to legal issues affecting older persons.
Her work involves research, education, training and consultancies in the emerging specialty of Elder Law. Sue is currently
undertaking a PhD in the area of testamentary disputes. Sue is a former member of the Law Society of New South
Wales,Medico-legal Liaison Committee, and Elder Law and Succession Committee and a former Ministerial Appointment
to the New South Wales Ministerial Advisory Committee on Ageing. Sue is currently Deputy President of the Board of the
Aged care Rights Service. Sue is co-editor, with Professor Carolyn Sappideen, of the Elder Law Review, the only refereed
elder law journal in Australia.

Christer Fjordevik
Chief Guardian and Chairman, Municipality of Värnamo, Sweden
christer.fjordevik@varnamo.se
Mr. Fjordevik serves as chief guardian and chairman for the Municipality of Värnamo in Sweden. In his role as Chief
Guardian, he oversees and reviews the guardians and trustees assigned to people within the municipality.

Roberta Kemp Flowers
Professor of Law, Stetson University College of Law
flowers@law.stetson.edu
Roberta K. Flowers is a professor of law at Stetson University College of Law and serves as the Associate Director of the
Center for Excellence in Elder Law. Within the Elder Law LL.M. program, Professor Flowers teaches Ethics in an Elder
Law Practice. She also teaches Evidence, Criminal Procedure, and Professional Responsibility. She currently is the editor
of the Stetson College of Law Journal of International Aging, Law and Policy.
She has served as the director of the Center for Excellence in Advocacy and as the William Reece Smith Jr. Distinguished
Professor in Professionalism. Professor Flowers’ research interests center on the issues of ethics and professionalism.
Professor Flowers’ articles have appeared in such journals as the Fordham Law Review, the Boston College Law Review,
Missouri Law Review, the Nebraska Law Review, the
Ohio State Journal of Criminal Law, Hastings Constitutional Law Quarterly, the Stetson Law Review, and the NAELA
Journal. She recently co-authored a book entitled The Ethics of Elder Law, published by the ABA. Professor Flowers is
active in several professional associations. She has served on numerous committees of The Florida Bar, including the
Professional Ethics Committee, the Evidence Committee, and the Standing Committee on Professionalism. She is
currently the chair of the Professionalism Sub-Committee of the Litigation Section’s Ethics and Professionalism
Committee of the American Bar Association. She also serves on the Board of Directors for the Gulfcoast Legal Service
and Pinellas Impact.

Eilionóir Flynn
Senior Lecturer and Deputy Director, Centre for Disability Law and Policy
eilionoir.flynn@nuigalway.ie
Eilionóir is the Senior Lecturer and Deputy Director of the Centre for Disability Law and Policy, National University of
Ireland Galway, directed by Professor Gerard Quinn. She received a scholarship from the Irish Research Council for
Humanities and Social Sciences for her PhD research on advocacy for persons with disabilities in Ireland and Australia.
Eilionóir published From Rhetoric to Action: Implementing the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
This work was based on her postdoctoral research on comparative National Disability Strategies, conducted at the CDLP.
Eilionóir’s current research priorities which include legal capacity, advocacy, access to justice, and the intersectionality of
disability, gender and ageing. At a national level she is also actively engaged in processes of legal capacity reform, and
co-ordinates a working group of civil society organizations on this issue, as well as a group of organizations supporting the
emergence of a National Platform of Self Advocates with Intellectual Disability.
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Internationally, she has supported the Secretariat of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and in
particular the working group which prepared a draft General Comment on Article 12 (legal capacity). She is also actively
engaged with the UN Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing which aims to strengthen the international human rights of
older persons.

Lawrence A. Frolik
Distinguished Faculty Scholar, University of Pittsburgh School of Law
frolik@pitt.edu
Professor Lawrence A. Frolik, a Distinguished Faculty Scholar at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law, is a national
expert on the legal issues facing older Americans. He is the author, co-author or editor of over a dozen books. He is the
co-author of the treatise, Advising the Elderly or Disabled Client (Warren, Gorham, and Lamont, 2d ed. 1999 with semiannual supplements), a work that is widely praised by the practicing bar. He is also the co-author of the first casebook on
the legal problems of the elderly, Elder Law: Cases and Materials (5th ed. LexisNexis, 2011) and co-author of Law of
Employee Pension and Welfare Benefits (3rd ed. LexisNexis, 2012). He is also the author of The Law of Later-Life Health
Care and Decision Making (ABA 2006) and Residence Options for Older and Disabled Clients (ABA 2008). He is the coauthor of Everyday Law For Seniors (Paradigm Press 2012).
He has published widely on law and aging issues, as well as legal issues faced by persons with disabilities, in such
journals as the Stanford Journal of Law and Policy, the Arizona Law Review, the Ohio State Law Review, Notre Dame
Law Review and the San Diego Law Review. He has served as Chair of the Pennsylvania Bar Association Elder Law
Section, Chair of the American Association of Law Schools Section on Aging and the Law, served on the Executive
Council of the Pennsylvania AARP, and is an Academic Fellow of both ACTEC and the Special Needs Alliance. He has
been severed as a Fellow on the Academic Advisory Council of TIAA-CREF. He has been honored by being named to the
Council of Advanced Practitioners of the National Association of Elder Law Attorneys and in 1995 was a Congressional
appointed delegate to the White House Conference on Aging.

Michael Ganner
Professor, University of Innsbruck
Michael.ganner@uibk.ac.at
Michael Ganner is full professor of Civil Law and the Basics of Law at the University of Innsbruck, Austria. His scientific
interests focus on Health Law, Family Law, Elderly People’s Rights and Sociology of Law. He published several scientific
papers and books on Guardianship Law and its alternatives as well as on the Right of Self-Determination for the Elderly
and Law for People with Disabilities. He is member of the Research Committee for Scientific and Ethical Questions
(RCSEQ) at the University for Health Sciences Medical Informatics and Technology (UMIT, Hall, Austria) and of the
Ethical Circle of the Medical University of Innsbruck.

Jane Gildersleeve
Family Guardian
janeegildersleeve@gmail.com
Jane Gildersleeve is currently the Executive Director of the Guardianship Association of NJ, Inc. and she also serves on
the National Guardianship Association’s Board of Directors. In addition, serves on the Massachusetts Guardianship
Association’s Board of Directors.
Jane spent six years on her local Board of Education; several years on the County Board for Children with Special Needs,
as well as on the Governor’s Council for Children with Special Needs. These efforts resulted in her founding the TriCounty Inter Agency Committee and eventually the Guardianship Association of NJ, Inc. It seems that Jane’s journey has
always placed her in the advocacy arena and finally guardianship advocacy. That is where her passion remains and
continues.

Hon. Kristin Booth Glen
Dean Emerita, CUNY School of Law
glen@law.cuny.edu
Kristin Booth Glen clerked for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd Circuit, was in private practice and then moved
between academia and the bench. She began teaching at NYU Law School, where she started one of the first Women’s
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Rights Clinics in the country, and subsequently taught at Hofstra and New York Law Schools. She was elected to the Civil
Court of the City of New York in 1980, to the NY Supreme Court in 1986, and appointed to the Appellate Term in 1992. In
1995 she left the bench to become the third Dean of CUNY School of Law, the nation’s pre-eminent public interest law
school. After a decade as Dean, she stepped down and was elected Surrogate, New York County, where, in addition to
trusts and estates, she had jurisdiction over guardianship of people with intellectual disabilities. She was retired from the
bench in 2012, and has returned to CUNY as University Professor and Dean Emerita.
Glen has been involved in guardianship issues for more than 25 years, having been one of the authors of New York’s
adult guardianship law, providing judicial education, serving on, and then chairing the American Bar Association
Commission on Law and Aging and more recently, the ABA Commission on Disability Rights where she chaired an
initiative on supported decision-making. She has written and lectured widely on the international human right to legal
capacity and currently serves as a board member of Global Action on Aging, The Brookdale Center on Aging of Hunter
College, and the ABA Center on Human Rights.

Dr. Robert M. Gordon
Professor of Criminology, Simon Fraser University
rgordon@sfu.ca
Dr. Robert M. Gordon is an Associate Dean, Professor of Criminology, and Director of the Applied Legal Studies
Programme at Simon Fraser University, in Vancouver, BC. He is the Chair of the Management Committee for the Centre
for Forensic Research at Simon Fraser University and a Distinguished Fellow at the Canadian Centre for Elder Law at the
University of British Columbia.
He has worked in the adult guardianship and substitute and supported decision-making area for many years and was one
of the architects of the new adult guardianship and incapacity planning legislation in both British Columbia and Yukon and
has published several books, book chapters, and scholarly articles on adult guardianship, adult protection, incapacity
planning, health law, and related topics.

Sibylle Grebe
Managing Partner, Conover & Grebe, LLP
sgrebeesq@aol.com
Sibylle Grebe is the managing partner in the law firm of Conover & Grebe, LLP which practices extensively in the fields of
probate, conservatorships, estate planning, trust administration, guardianships and elder law.
While successfully and competently representing the needs of clients, Ms. Grebe has enlisted her leadership skills and
experience in the service of many professional and community organizations. She has served numerous years on the
Probate Volunteer Panel of attorneys for the Los Angeles Superior Court. She is a past chairman of the Elder Law
Committee, a past co-chair and current committee member of the Lawyer Referral and Information Service Advisory
Committee and a member of the Trust and Estates Executive Committee all under the aegis of the Los Angeles County
Bar Association.
Ms. Grebe serves on the South Bay Bar Association Board of Directors and is a past co-chair of the Probate and Trust
Section. She is the former Chair of the Board of Directors of H.E.L.P, Healthcare and Elder Law Programs Corporation, a
nonprofit organization. Ms. Grebe’s speaking engagements include the Los Angeles County Bar, Morgan Stanley, The
Women Lawyers Association of LA, and the Comcast Community Access Cable TV production “Senior Living.”

Kathy Greenlee
Assistant Secretary, U.S. Department of Aging
Kathy Greenlee serves in the dual roles of Administrator of the Administration for Community Living and Assistant
Secretary for Aging. Ms. Greenlee was appointed by President Obama as Assistant Secretary for Aging at the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services and confirmed by the Senate in June 2009.
The Administration for Community Living (ACL) is a new federal agency operating within the Department of Health and
Human Services. ACL brings together into a single entity the Administration on Aging, the Office on Disability, and the
Administration on developmental Disabilities. ACL is charged with working with states, tribes, community providers,
universities, nonprofit organizations, businesses and families to help seniors and people with disabilities live in their
homes and fully participate in their communities.
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Assistant Secretary Greenlee believes that people with functional support needs should have the opportunity to live
independently in a home of their choosing, receiving appropriate services and supports. She is committed to building the
capacity of the national aging and disability networks to better serve older persons, caregivers, and individuals with
disabilities.
Kathy Greenlee served as Secretary of Aging in Kansas, and before that as the Kansas State Long Term Care
Ombudsman. She also served as the General Counsel of the Kansas Insurance Department and served as Chief of Staff
and Chief of Operations for then-Governor Kathleen Sebelius.

Kim Grier
Adult Guardianship Specialist, Georgia Department of Human Services
kagrier@dhr.ga.gov
Kim Grier has over 25 years of diversified experience in the field of aging. She is currently the Adult Guardianship
Specialist with the Georgia Department of Human Services, Division of Aging Services. Prior to joining the Division of
Aging Services as Public Guardianship Coordinator, Kim was an Assistant Program Director for the Georgia Centenarian
Study, ran her own guardianship services business, and developed and implemented programs for the Georgia chapter of
the Alzheimer’s Association.
Kim has presented both locally and nationally on aging issues, including consumer direction, dementia and guardianship.
She is currently the President of the National Guardianship Association, and is co-chair for the 3rd World Congress on
Guardianship.

Margaret “Jenny” Hatch
Margaret “Jenny” Hatch lives and works independently, is active in politics and counts as her friends local, state and
national leaders. However, because she has Down Syndrome, Jenny spent a hard, lonely year living in a group home,
against her will, cut off from her friends and access to the life she built in her community.
Like too many people with disabilities, Jenny faced a guardianship petition challenging her right to make decisions,
choices she had always made for herself like where to live, what to do and whom to see. After a year of litigation and six
days of trial, Jenny won the right to make her own decisions and now lives and works where she wants, has the friends
she chooses and, through the Jenny Hatch Justice Project, encourages others to do the same.
Since the “Justice for Jenny” trial, Jenny has been featured in local, national and international print and television news
stories, highlighting her successful fight for rights people without disabilities take for granted.

Bertha Sanchez. Hayden
Elder Law Attorney, Bet Tzedek Legal Services
bhayden@bettzedek.org
Bertha Sanchez Hayden is an elder law attorney with Bet Tzedek Legal Services who exclusively works in matters
involving intellectually disabled adults and their caregivers. In 2009, she launched an innovative pilot program, Family
Matters, in Los Angeles County to educate and provide direct legal services to families with special education students on
limited conservatorships (adult guardianship) and supported decision-making options. Bertha has received the Award of
Merit from Legal Aid Association of California and the Jack H. Skirball award for the Family Matters Project.

Susan Orr Henderson
Judge, Fountain Circuit Court
shenderson@fountainco.net
Susan Orr Henderson has served as Judge of the Fountain Circuit Court, Fountain County Indiana, since elected to office
in 1998. Judge Henderson has been very active in her local and state bar associations and is currently the treasurer of the
Indiana State Bar Association (ISBA). In addition to her service to the ISBA, she also serves as a District Representative
on the Board of the Indiana Judge’s Association.
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Judge Henderson is the former Chair of the Probate Committee of the Indiana Judicial Conference and currently serves
as the Chair of the Guardianship Registry Project. She is a member of the Indiana Adult Guardianship State Task Force
as well as National Association of Women Judges, National Association of Probate Judges, National Association of
Family Law and Juvenile Court Judges. Judge Henderson is a frequent presenter for the Indiana Judicial Conference.

Michelle R. Hollister, Esq.
Founder, Law Offices of Michelle R. Hollister, P.A.
michelle@michellehollister.com
Michelle Hollister is admitted to practice law in Florida and is a member of the Elder Law and the Real Property, Probate &
Trust Law sections of the Florida Bar.
Michelle is immediate past president of the National Guardianship Association. Prior to co-founding Sensitivity Solutions,
Inc., Michelle was managing partner at the Delray Beach (Palm Beach County) firm of Solkoff Legal, P.A.
Prior to private practice, Michelle was appointed by Governor Jeb Bush as the executive director of the Statewide Public
Guardianship Office where she was responsible for the oversight of Florida’s public guardianship offices, as well as the
education and licensure of Florida’s professional guardians.
Michelle has participated on numerous state and local committees and workgroups including Governor Jeb Bush’s Blue
Ribbon Panel on the Developmentally Disabled, Governor Bush’s Workgroup on Guardianship and the Developmentally
Disabled, and the Florida Department of Children and Families & Families Select Advisory Panel on Adult Protective
Services.
In September 2011, Michelle had the privilege of testifying to the US Senate Special Committee on Aging.

Dohn Hoyle
Executive Director, The Arc of Michigan
dhoyle@arcmi.org
Dohn Hoyle is the executive director of The Arc of Michigan and is a long-time advocate for the rights of people with
disabilities. A respected leader and innovator in the disability movement, Dohn helped to rewrite the Michigan Mental
Health Code to include person-centered planning and to eliminate the term mental retardation. He was instrumental in the
closure of specialized nursing homes for children and people with developmental disabilities, along with helping to close
the Regional Centers for People with Developmental Disabilities in his state.
Dohn has provided leadership on issues regarding the overuse of guardianships, person-centered planning, selfdetermination, inclusive education, services/supports for people with developmental disabilities, eliminating the use of
seclusion and restraint in school and adult systems; criminal justice issues, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, SSI/SSDI hearings
and appeals; and estate planning.

Yulang Hu
Professor of Law, Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University
Huyulang875@sina.com
Yulang Hu, a Professor of Law at the School of Public Administration, Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University, is a
member of the Council of the China Social Law Research Society. During 2014, he is a visiting scholar at the University of
Missouri.

Sieh-Chuen Huang
Assistant Professor of Law, National Taiwan University
schhuang@ntu.edu.tw
Professor Sieh-Chuen Huang is Assistant Professor of Law at National Taiwan University. She served as an assistant
professor at Hokkaido University (2006-2009) and a visiting scholar of East Asian Legal Studies at Harvard Law School
(2008-2009). She focuses her teaching and research interest on family law, guardianship, trusts and estates and
intergenerational property transfer.
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Currently, she is working on a series of papers relating to aging and law in East Asia, including
An Analysis on the Images and Principles of Succession, Estate Planning Devices for Elders: Lessons from Durable
Power of Attorney and Trusts in the United States and Guardianship for
Adults in Taiwan: from the Cases on Disposition of Ward’s Real Property in Practice.

Cheol Ung Je
Law Professor, Hanyang University
cuje@hanyang.ac.kr
Cheol Ung Je is a law professor at Hanyang University, South Korea. He submitted to the Ministry of Justice the report on
the Reformation of Korean legal incapacity system (2007). He has since published many articles in Korean journals on
adult guardianship.
Since April 2013, he has, as the president of the Korean Institute for Guardianship Law and Policy, been working for the
proper implementation of the new Adult Guardianship Act 2011. Since September 2013, he has been in charge of the
Guardianship Application Assistance Center for Adults with Developmental Disabilities, under the auspice of the Korean
Ministry of Health and Welfare. He is also a contributing author to Comparative Perspective on Adult Guardianship (soon
published).

Michael Jenuwine
Clinical Professor of Law, University of Notre Dame
mjenuwin@nd.edu
Michael Jenuwine is a Clinical Professor of Law, and an Associate Professor of Psychology at the University of Notre
Dame. Professor Jenuwine’s current research and teaching interests focus on dispute resolution as well as the overlap of
the legal system and the mental health system, specifically as it pertains to substitute decision making, child advocacy,
mental health law, and interdisciplinary legal practice. Professor Jenuwine practices as both an attorney and a forensic
clinical psychologist through the Notre Dame Clinical Law Center where he supervises law students and psychology
graduate students. Professor Jenuwine teaches courses in Alternative Dispute Resolution, Negotiation, Mediation, Mental
Health Law, and Professional Responsibility.

A. Frank Johns, JD, LLM, CELA, CAP
Partner, Booth Harrington & Johns of NC, PLLC
afj@nc-law.com
A. Frank Johns, JD, LLM, CELA, CAP is a nationally recognized legal authority in Elder Law, Guardianship, Special
Education and Disability Rights, Special Needs and Special Needs Trusts and Legal Ethics. Mr. Johns is a charter partner
in Booth Harrington & Johns of NC PLLC. He is past President of and a Fellow in the National Academy of Elder Law
Attorneys (NAELA) and past chair of NAELA’s Council of Advanced Practitioners; a fellow in the American College of
Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC); charter chair of the North Carolina Bar Association Elder Law Section; and charter
associate of the Society of Settlement Planners. He is also charter advisory Board member of Elder Counsel. He is Board
Certified in Elder Law by the National Elder Law Foundation, and certified as a specialist in elder law by the North
Carolina State Bar. He was a charter Board member of the National Guardianship Association and a charter member of
the National Guardianship Network, where he serves as the current chairperson.
Mr. Johns co-chaired Wingspan, the Second National Guardianship Conference in 2001; was a contracted writer for The
Summit, the Third National Guardianship Summit at the Utah University School of Law in 2011, and attended the Second
World Congress on Adult Guardianship in Melbourne Australia, presenting his views regarding person-centered
guardianship on a panel session of the conference. Mr. Johns is Chair of the Advisory Committee of the Masters of
Gerontology/MBA Dual Degree Program at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro where he is a visiting associate
professor; on the faculty of the University of North Carolina Institute of Government College of Probate and Guardian Ad
Litem Training; visiting lecturer at the University of Virginia School of Law; and adjunct professor of law at the Stetson
University College of Law where he is on the faculty of the advanced degree LL. M. in Elder Law.
Johns is a frequent speaker on Guardianship, Elder Law, Special Needs Trusts and legal ethics, presenting on local, state
and national levels, including four annual lectures at the NYU Tax Institute, at the Duke University Estate Planning
Conference, and at the University of Miami School of Law Heckerling Institute on Estate Planning. He is a well-published
author, contributing to Professor Kim Dayton’s book Comparative Perspectives on Adult Guardianship, contributing to
Armond Budish’s book Why Wills Won’t Work, and co-authoring the second edition of Counseling Older Clients. He has
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also written numerous law review articles, articles for national legal publications. He is past editor of the NAELA Quarterly
and past editor-in-chief of the NAELA Journal.

Dr. Joan Kakascik, EdD
Psychologist, Private Practice
drjoank@verizon.net
Dr. Joan Kakascik, New Jersey licensed Psychologist, has an active private practice limited to the assessment of
capacity. She has presented training programs on guardianship and human rights for families, educators, and
professional staff at national, state, and local levels.
Dr. Kakascik served three terms as President of the Guardianship Association of New Jersey, Inc. (GANJI). She is a
member of International Guardianship Network, the National Guardianship Association, and the New Jersey
Psychological Association.
The Psychologist is Editor-in-Chief of Where Human Rights Begin: Human Rights and Guardianship for Individuals with
Developmental Disabilities—In Plain Language” (2012) and has chaired the development of foreign language translations
of the Personal Rights section of the book (2014). Dr. Kakascik co-authored GANJI monographs
Preference/Choice/Decision Making: A Model for Limited Guardianship (2001) and Assessing Capacity for People with
Developmental Disabilities (2004) as well as a GANJI pamphlet series on Guardianship and Surrogate Decision Making”
(2008).
Dr. Kakascik retired from the New Jersey Division of Developmental Disabilities after thirty years of service as a clinical
psychologist. She retired after twenty years of service from the New Jersey Army National Guard in the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel.

Dr. Carmen Kaminsky
Senior Researcher, Cologne University of Applied Sciences
carmen.kaminsky@fh-koeln.de
Since 1988, Carmen Kaminsky specialized in applied ethics, especially biomedical ethics and ethics of social work. In
1992 and 1994, she held a scholarship for her doctoral studies at Georgetown University (Washington, D.C.) and Rice
University (Huston, Texas).
After her PhD, she took a post-doctoral teaching position at Heinrich-Heine-University in Duesseldorf, where in 2002 she
gained her venia legendi for philosophy. In the same year she took a senior research position for social philosophy and
ethics at Cologne University of Applied Sciences. In 2008 Kaminsky was guest Professor for Applied Ethics at University
of Vienna.
In her research and teaching Kaminsky concentrates on developing tools for highly demanding ethical challenges in
practical decision-making.

Arlene S. Kanter
Professor of Law, Syracuse University College of Law
kantera@law.syr.edu
Arlene S. Kanter is the Bond, Schoeneck & King Distinguished Professor of Law at Syracuse University College of Law.
She was also named the Laura J. and L. Douglas Meredith Professor for Teaching Excellence in 2005, Syracuse
University’s highest faculty award.
In 2004, Professor Kanter founded the College of Law’s Disability Law and Policy Program, which she directs. She also
co-directs the Syracuse University Center on Human Policy, Law, and Disability Studies, which is an expansion of the
Center on Human Policy, the first university-based, multi-disciplinary academic center for research, advocacy, and public
education on disability. At SU, she has served as the Academic Dean and Director of Clinical Legal Education. Her
courses include Disability Law, International Human Rights and Comparative Disability Law, Special Education and
Education Law.
Professor Kanter writes and lectures extensively on domestic and international disability law, mental health law, and
special/ education law. In 2001-06, she was invited to work with a committee of the United Nations on drafting of the
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Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities. Since its adoption, she has worked with organizations and
governments on developing disability laws and policies in such countries as Egypt, Ghana, India, Israel, Italy, Jordan,
Mexico, Palestine, Turkey, and Vietnam. She also has served as a consultant to the World Health Organization, Handicap
International, Disability Rights International, and other organizations.
Professor Kanter has published over 100 articles and book chapters, as well as the first law casebook on international and
comparative mental disability law, International Human Rights a Comparative Mental Disability Law (Carolina Press,
2006) (co-edited), and a new book, Righting Educational Wrongs: Disability Studies in Law and Education (SU Press’
Critical Disability Series, 2013)(co-edited with Beth Ferri). Her book, From Charity to Human Rights: The Development of
Disability Rights Under International Law, will soon be available from Routledge Press. Professor Kanter is the founder
and editor of the international electronic SSRN Journal on Disability Law, co-founder of the Disability Law Section of the
American Association of Law Schools, and co-founder of the Disability Studies Research Network of the Law and Society
Association. She is a former Commissioner of the American Bar Association Commission on Disability.

Steve M. King
Presiding Judge, Statutory Probate Courts of Texas
smking@tarrantcounty.com
Steve M. King has served as the elected judge of one of the seventeen statutory probate courts in Texas since 1994. He
has served as the Presiding Judge of the Statutory Probate Courts of the State of Texas and is a life member and past
President of the National College of Probate Judges.
Steve has been a member of the Texas Supreme Court’s Judicial Committee on Information Technology since 1997, has
been editor of the probate section of the Handbook for the Texas Judiciary on three occasions, on the editorial committee
for all three editions of the State Bar of Texas Guardianship Manual and is a co-author of West’s Texas Practice Series –
Probate.
Steve has made hundreds of presentations on probate and guardianship law locally, statewide and nationally. Prior to
serving as a judge, Steve was in the private practice of law in Fort Worth for 17 years.

Myra Kirkland, Esq.
Manager, Dallas County Texas Probate Court Investigator’s Office
myra.kirkland@dallascounty.org
Myra is the Manager of the Dallas County Texas Probate Court Investigator’s Office. As the only staff attorney for the
Dallas County Probate Courts, she investigates and files guardianship cases for community referrals involving individuals
who have no family or friends willing or qualified to serve as guardians or who have no estates from which to pay a private
attorney. She also staffs all complex guardianships, insures that all guardianships are monitored, and files restoration,
successor, county to county transfer, and guardian removal cases.
She lives in a small town where she has served as Municipal Judge since 2006. Myra is licensed to practice law in both
Texas and Mississippi. Myra also attended Texas A & M University in Commerce, Texas and is now a Licensed Master
Social Worker. Prior to joining the Dallas County Probate Courts’ staff, she argued Social Security Disability cases,
clerked for a family law judge, worked as a Public Defender on probation revocation cases, prosecuted Domestic Violence
cases, and ran her own law firm.

Gabriela Kluge
Law Doctoral Candidate, Hamburg University
Gabriela.Kluge@gmx.de
Gabriela Kluge is a LLM. law doctoral candidate and medical student at the Hamburg University in Hamburg Germany.
Gabriela has been working as an editor’s secretary with Radio Hamburg for 10 years. She did a lawyer apprenticeship in
Hamburg and passed the examination receiving the title LLM. She has participated in congresses and meetings of the
“Betreuungsgerichtstag“, Judicial Officers (Deutscher Rechtspflegerverband), and the Hartmannbund und
Merseburgerbund (for clinicians, psychiatrists, medical certificates and established doctors) in Germany, Switzerland,
Austria, France, Great Britain and Scandinavia acc. to get to know the actual level of knowledge of all national and
international problems of adult guardianship and to work out for her law thesis.
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Daniel Koh
Public Guardian, Office of the Public Guardian
Daniel_KOH@msf.gov.sg
Daniel Koh is the first Public Guardian with the Office of the Public Guardian, Ministry of Social and Family Development
in Singapore. He was seconded from the Attorney General’s Chambers in 2009 to take on this appointment.
Prior to this, he spent more than 2 decades in public service, serving as a Magistrate, Assistant Registrar, District Judge
and Registrar in the Subordinate Courts of Singapore. In 1995, as Registrar, he assisted the Chief Judge in initiating a
comprehensive series of judicial reform and process engineering exercises which transformed the legal and judicial
landscape in Singapore, significantly enhancing public access to justice and heightening public trust and confidence in the
courts and the rule of law. In May 2001, he held the position of deputy principal senior state counsel prosecuting sensitive
financial and securities fraud cases. As the Director, he supervised teams of deputy public prosecutors in the Financial
Securities offences and Corruption & Specialist crime directorates.
He was the lead prosecutor in the China Aviation Oil case, one of the biggest financial scandals in Singapore. As a
prosecutor, he also took a particular interest in the subject of child victims’ rights in criminal trials to ensure that a child is
able to give effective evidence in an alien adult environment, especially in sexual assault and family violence type cases.
Since the Mental Capacity Act came into effect on 01 March 2010, Mr. Koh, supported by the Office of the Public
Guardian, carries out various functions towards enabling and protecting vulnerable persons in the society who lack
capacity. The main role of the Office is to establish and maintain a registry of lasting powers of attorney and court orders
appointing deputies. The Office also supervises these deputies as well as manages and directs the Board of Visitors who
support the Public Guardian in his role. Investigation is also conducted into the alleged ill-treatment or wilful neglect of
persons without mental capacity.

Barry Kozak
Director of the Elder Law Programs, The John Marshall Law School
bkozak@jmls.edu
Barry Kozak is the Director of the Elder Law Programs at The John Marshall Law School in Chicago, and helped found,
and is co-director, of the Sino-American Research Center for an Aging Population, a joint collaboration with the East
China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai, China.
Barry teaches various JD, LLM and MS level classes at John Marshall in elder law, disability law, employee benefits,
estate planning, and income tax. In Spring 2014, Barry will be a visiting lecturer at the East China University of Political
Science and Law, and will teach a class in comparative elder law and the economics of aging populations, and a class in
basic American legal system and legal research.
Barry was invited to assist in the planning and formation of the Elder Law and Miscellaneous Remedies Division of the
Circuit Court of Cook County, and sits as a permanent member of its task force. Barry holds or has held leadership roles
in the American Bar Association Section of Real Property, Trusts and Estate Law; the American Bar Association Section
of Labor & Employment Law; the American Bar Association Section of Taxation; the Association of American Law
Schools; the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys; the Chicago Bar Association; the Retirement Income Industry
Association; and, the American Society of Pension Professionals and Actuaries. In addition to numerous academic
articles and lectures within the
United States and abroad, Barry’s publications include: Employee Benefits Plans, a textbook published by Carolina
Academic Press, Employee Benefits and Issues for Small Employers, a BNA Tax Management portfolio, and is a lead
contributing author and co-editor of Advisor’s Guide to Retirement Plans for Small Businesses, a manual published by the
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.

Bernard A. Krooks
Partner, Littman Krooks LLP
bkrooks@littmankrooks.com
Bernard A. Krooks is a founding partner of the law firm Littman Krooks LLP and Chair of its Elder Law and Special Needs
Department. Mr. Krooks is a nationally-recognized expert in all aspects of elder law and special needs planning.
Mr. Krooks is past President of the Special Needs Alliance, a national, invitation-only, not-for-profit organization dedicated
to assisting families with special needs planning. He is past President of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys
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(NAELA), a Fellow of NAELA, past Chair of the NAELA Tax Section and past Editor-in-Chief of the NAELA News. In
addition, he is certified as an Elder Law Attorney (CELA) by the National Elder Law Foundation and is an Accredited
Estate Planner (AEP) (Distinguished) Nominee. He is a founding member and past President of the New York Chapter of
NAELA. In 2008, he received the Chapter’s Outstanding Achievement Award for his lifelong work on behalf of seniors and
those with disabilities. In 2007, his firm received the NYSARC employer of the year award for employing people with
disabilities.
Mr. Krooks, is a sought-after expert on elder law, special needs planning and estate planning matters, and has been
quoted in many publications, including The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, Forbes and more. He has testified
before the United States House of Representatives and the New York City Council on long-term care issues and has
appeared on many national television and radio interviews. Mr. Krooks also is a Fellow of the American College of Trust
and Estate Counsel (ACTEC) and is Vice Chair of its Elder Law Committee.

Rebecca Lee
Associate Professor, University of Hong Kong
rebeccalee@hku.hk
Rebecca Lee is an Associate Professor at the Faculty of Law of the University of Hong Kong. She teaches and
researches in Equity and Trusts and Non-profit Law, and related aspects in Chinese law, including comparative trusts,
third sector and adult guardianship laws. She is also a contributing author to Kim Dayton’s (ed.), Comparative
Perspectives on Adult Guardianship
(Carolina Academic Press, forthcoming 2014).

Sanghee Lee
Director, Division of Persons with Disabilities
Shee1234@korea.kr
Sanghee Lee is the Director of the Division of Persons with Disabilities Services in Ministry of Health and Welfare, South
Korea. He has worked in the fields of policy for gender equality, child care, pension and old people from 1998 to 2012. He
is now managing the adult guardianship system for the disabilities in South Korea

Jim Leich
President and CEO, LeadingAge Indiana
jimleich@leadingageindiana.org
Jim Leich has been the President and CEO of the LeadingAge Indiana (formerly Indiana Association of Homes & Services
for the Aging) for the last 18 years. During his time at LeadingAge Indiana, Jim has served on numerous state advisory
committees and task forces, including the Governor’s Commission on Home and Community Based Services and the
Indiana Adult Guardianship State Task Force which he currently chairs. He is past chair of the LeadingAge-State Affiliate
Executive Forum (national organization) and was a member of the LeadingAge Long Term Care Financing Cabinet. He
has also served as the President of the Indiana University School of Public and Environmental Affairs Alumni Board and
as a member of the Indiana University Alumni Association Executive Council.
Prior to joining LeadingAge Indiana, Jim was the Director of the Indiana Long Term Care Program, an innovative
partnership between the Indiana Medicaid Program and private long-term care insurance. In addition, Jim has served as a
senior policy analyst for the Indiana Legislature and as Vice-President of Dixon and Associates, Ltd., a consulting firm
serving the long-term care and senior living industry.

André Leijssen
Guardian, Leijssen Bewindvoeringen B.V.
ajleijssen@gmail.com
Before becoming a guardian, André Leijssen worked as a teacher in sociology and economics at several schools for
professional education and training, such as nurse education and social work education. He also worked as an assistant
for Members of The European Parliament in Brussels (Belgium). In 1993 he started a job as a guardian. In 2004 he
started his own practice/company for guardianship in the town of Eindhoven (Netherlands). He has worked as a guardian
for 20 years.
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In the last years, André published five articles about the profession of guardian and guardianship in periodicals for
professionals. Topics of these articles include the problems of debts and guardianship, the social role of the guardian,
guardianship and conflicts and ethics.

Sharon Lewis
Principal Deputy Administrator, Administration for Community Living
Senior Advisor to Secretary Sebelius on Disability Policy
Sharon Lewis was appointed Principal Deputy Administrator of the Administration for Community Living and Senior
Advisor to the Health and Human Services Secretary on Disability Policy in November 2013. Prior to this, Sharon was the
Commissioner of the Administration on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities beginning in March 2010. Well known
as an effective advocate, Sharon has a proven track record in championing disability issues. She has been particularly
focused upon ensuring that that the perspectives of people with disabilities and their families are central to program and
policy efforts.
Sharon has worked in disability policy for more than 15 years at local, state and national levels. She originally came to
Washington, D.C. to serve as a Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundation Public Policy Fellow, working for Senator Chris
Dodd’s HELP subcommittee on Children and Families. In 2007, she joined Chairman George Miller’s Education & Labor
Committee staff as Senior Disability Policy Advisor, where she advised members of the Committee on disability concerns
related to education, employment and healthcare.
Sharon is the recipient of numerous awards, including the 2010 Distinguished Leadership in National Disability Policy
Award and the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities.

Volker Lipp
Professor of Law, University of Göttingen
lehrstuhl.lipp@jura.uni-goettingen.de
Volker Lipp is a full professor of Civil Law, Procedural Law, Medical Law, and Comparative Law at the University of
Göttingen, Germany. From 2005 to 2007 he was Dean of the Faculty of Law. He has been serving several terms as a
member of the Faculty Board, and has also been a member of other university bodies and committees.
Mr. Lipp has written many books and numerous articles on family law, guardianship law, medical law and procedural law,
both on national as well as on a comparative level. He is a member of the executive committee of the German Adult
Guardianship Law Association (“Betreuungsgerichtstag”), a member of the ethics committee and of the committee for
fundamental issues of the Federal Medical Council of Germany, and a member of several academic associations.
He has been serving as an expert, inter alia, for the German Ministry of Justice and for the German Parliament on
guardianship law, continuing powers of attorney and advance directives.

Deirdre M.W. Lok, Esq.
Assistant Director and General Counsel, The Weinberg Center
dlok@hebrewhome.org
Deirdre M.W. Lok, Esq. is the Assistant Director and General Counsel for The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Center for
Elder Abuse Prevention at the Hebrew Home at Riverdale. Prior to joining The Weinberg Center, Ms. Lok was a Deputy
Prosecuting Attorney in Oahu, Hawaii. Ms. Lok supervised and trained incoming deputy prosecutors on trial procedure
and was the first prosecutor in Hawaii to manage the Mental Health courtroom.
She spent several years as an Assistant District Attorney in New York City, at the Queens County District Attorney’s
Office where she focused on domestic violence cases. Ms. Lok is a frequent speaker on the issue of elder abuse and the
law, and has guest lectured at Penn State Dickinson School of Law, Cardozo Law School, and CUNY Law School and
has provided training to attorney’s through the New York State’s Judicial Institute, the Queens Bar Association, and the
Bronx Bar Association.
Ms. Lok is co-chair of the New York City Elder Abuse Network and co-chair of the American Bar Association’s Senior
Lawyer’s Division, Elder Abuse Taskforce. Ms. Lok is an Adjunct Professor at Brooklyn Law School and is co-directing the
law school’s Elder Rights Clinic.
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Denzil Lush
Senior Judge, Court of Protection
Denzil.lush@judiciary.gsi.gov.uk
Denzil Lush qualified as a solicitor in England & Wales in 1978 and in Scotland in 1993. He was appointed Master of the
Court of Protection in 1996 and became the Senior Judge of the Court of Protection when the Mental Capacity Act 2005
came into force in 2007. He is the author of Elderly Clients: A Precedent Manual (4th edition 2013), Cohabitation: Law
Practice and Precedents (5th edition 2012) and Cretney & Lush on Lasting and Enduring Powers of Attorney (7th edition,
2013).

Dr. Maria Mammeri-Latzel
Judge, Köpenick District Court
mammeri@gmx.de
Maria Mammeri-Latzel qualified to practice law in 1986 and to serve as a judge in 1989. From 1990 - 1993 she led a
research project at the University of Berlin in civil law during the Third Reich. She wrote her dissertation on Nazi divorce
law and divorce cases brought in Berlin from 1933-1945. In 1993 the Berlin Senate named Mammeri-Latzel a judge. After
rotations as a judge at Berlin Landgericht (civil law) Court and the District (criminal law) Court in Tiergarten she worked
since 1996 at the District Court in Köpenick focusing on adult guardianship and civil law cases. Since 2004 she has been
doing court-based mediation in civil law cases.

Patricia McArdle
Court Investigations Supervisor, Dallas County Probate Courts
Patricia.mcardle@dallascounty.org
Patricia is the Court Investigations Supervisor in the Dallas County Probate Courts. She serves as the guardianship case
manager in the Guardianship & Money Management Program at The Senior Source, Senior Citizens of Greater Dallas.
Other experience includes serving as a case manager for a non-profit International Refugee Services Organization as well
as a case manager at an international adoption service. She is a Registered Guardian, Texas Certified Guardian and a
member of both the National Guardianship Association and the Texas Guardianship Association.
Patricia teaches CEU workshops on the subjects of the elderly and disabled at the University of Texas at Arlington and
has presented at the Texas Regional Conference of the National Association of Social Workers, National and Texas
Guardianship Association, National Forensic Social Workers Association, as well as the Dallas Bar, in the area of ethics,
guardianship, elder issues and community social work, as well as local professional and community groups. She is a field
instructor for Masters level social work interns at University of Texas at Arlington and Texas A & M in commerce.

Patrick McGee
Co-Founder, Aboriginal Disability Justice Campaign
thiswhisperinginourhearts@hotmail.com
Patrick McGee has been working in the field of disabilities for the last 25 years with a particular focus on working with
Indigenous Australians with disabilities for the past ten years. From his relationships with particular individuals during his
time in Central Australia at the turn of the century, he became aware of the significant access to justice issues faced by
Indigenous Australians with disabilities.
Along with other key individuals, he began the Aboriginal Disability Justice Campaign – an advocacy campaign seeking to
change the practice of detaining unconvicted individuals with cognitive impairments who have been found unfit to plead in
gaols – often indefinitely. The name of the campaign comes from the fact that the majority of people detained are
Indigenous Australians. The purpose of the Aboriginal Disability Justice Campaign is to advocate for community based,
treatment focused alternatives to the use of prisons for people with a cognitive impairment who are found unfit to plead
and to incorporate Indigenous cultural understanding of disability into the practice of responding to this group of people.
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Lettitia McPherson
Executive Director, The Arc of San Angelo, Inc.
lettitiamc@suddenlink.net
Lettitia McPherson is, foremost, a parent. The challenges and successes she experienced with her son led her to change
the course of their lives. After charting and implementing a successful course for their own circumstances, she began her
quest to help others. She now serves as the executive director of The Arc of San Angelo, Inc., a chapter of The Arc of the
United States, a non-profit organization that began the Advocacy Movement for people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.
In response to both the changes in guardianship laws in Texas and the exodus of people moving from institutional settings
into communities, she established a county guardianship program with the help of an attorney and a county judge. She
has operated the program for 15 years. She has served on many local, state, and federal boards, committees regarding
issues of inclusion, supported employment, transition, self-determination, supported housing and Medicaid-waiver
programs. She has provided individualized guardianship support. She trains volunteers and provides professional
development.

Dr. Sally McSwiggan
Member, NSW Guardianship Tribunal, Macquarie University
clin_neuropsych@hotmail.com
Dr. Sally McSwiggan is trained as a clinical neuropsychologist with an interest in aged care. She is a member of the New
South Wales Guardianship Tribunal and the New South Wales Mental Health Review Tribunal (Civil and Forensic
Divisions). She completed her Doctorate in the area of capacity.

Amelia Milton
Associate, Curva & Associates, LLC
amelia.milton@apdcares.org
Amelia Milton is an Associate at Curva & Associates, LLC in Tallahassee, Florida where she has worked since 2007.
Amelia formerly worked with guardianship as a legal assistant at an elder law firm. Since then, she had continued working
at Curva & Associates while working as a Training and Education Specialist for the Florida Agency for Persons with
Disabilities (APD), where she has assisted in standardizing training for direct care providers.
Amelia is receiving her Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology in gerontology from Florida State University, with a minor in Social
Work. Amelia is part of the evaluation team working on data collection and analysis for the Florida Developmental
Disabilities Council’s study on restoration of capacity for persons under guardianship in Florida.

Rebecca C. Morgan
Director, Center for Excellence in Elder Law, Stetson University
morgan@law.stetson.edu
Rebecca C. Morgan is the Boston Asset Management Faculty Chair in Elder Law, the director of the Center for Excellence
in Elder Law at Stetson University College of Law and the director of Stetson’s online LL.M. in Elder Law. Professor
Morgan teaches a variety of elder law courses in the J.D. and LL.M. programs and oversees the elder law concentration
program for J.D. students. She is the successor co-author of Matthew Bender’s Tax, Estate and Financial Planning for the
Elderly, and its companion forms book (Lexis), a co-author of Representing the Elderly in Florida, (Lexis), The
Fundamentals of Special Needs Trusts (Lexis), Ethics in an Elder Law Practice (ABA) and Planning for Disability
(Bloomberg BNA Portfolio). She is a member of the elder law editorial board for Matthew Bender.
Professor Morgan is a past president of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, past president of the board of
directors of the National Senior Citizens Law Center, past chair of the American Association of Law Schools Section on
Aging and the Law and of the Florida Bar Elder Law Section, and on the faculty of the National Judicial College. She
served as the reporter for the Uniform Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Act. She served on the Florida Attorney
General’s Task Force on Elder Abuse and the Florida Legislative Guardianship Study Commission. She is a member of
the American Law Institute (ALI), academic advisory board for the Borchard Center for Law and Aging, an academic
fellow of the American College of Trusts & Estates Counsel (ACTEC), a NAELA fellow, and a member of NAELA’s
Council of Advanced Practitioners (chair 2012-2014). After a term on the Board of the ABA Commission on Law and
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Aging, she is a special advisor to the ABA Commission on Law and Aging. She is a member of the board of directors for
the Center for Medicare Advocacy.

Janet R. Morris
Director, Family Caregiver Project
jmorris@bettzedek.org
Janet Morris has practiced in the area of elder law for the past 28 years. Through her Family Caregiver Project, Ms. Morris
assists elders and their caregivers with a variety of legal problems. She has also served as a past Director of Bet
Tzedek’s Nursing Home Advocacy Project.
Ms. Morris has served on numerous statewide committees and as technical advisor to many projects concerning the legal
rights of elderly and incapacitated individuals. She has co-authored numerous articles and publications, including the
“Caregiver Companion”, and has delivered hundreds of speeches in both English and Spanish. Janet has received
awards from AARP, KCET, Skirlball Foundation and the California Council for Gerontology and Geriatrics for her
professional contributions in this area.

Rodney A. Myer, Esq.
Managing Attorney, Kennedy, PC Law Offices
rmyer@kennedypc.net
Rodney A. Myer, Esq. is the managing attorney for Kennedy, PC Law Offices’ Philadelphia-area office. Mr. Myer
represents some of the largest long-term care companies in the country in Medicaid eligibility matters, guardianships for
mentally incapacitated adults, collections issues, and regulatory matters. In more than 10 years of legal practice, he has
successfully represented clients in hundreds of guardianship hearings, Medicaid appeals, and civil lawsuits and many
injunction hearings, fiduciary court disputes, and appeals before the Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court and Superior
Court. Additionally, he has presented, annually from 2007 to 2013, at the annual convention of the Pennsylvania Health
Care Association (PHCA), the state-wide professional association of for-profit long-term care companies, and he has
presented before the members of the Pennsylvania Medical Directors’ Association. Most recently, Mr. Myer has accepted
an invitation to co-author a chapter on Accountable Care Organizations and Post-Acute Care and Long Term Care
Providers for the 2nd edition of the American Health Lawyers Association’s publication, The ACO Handbook: A Guide to
Accountable Care Organizations.

Lisa Nerenberg, MSW MPH
Chair, California Elder Justice Coalition
lisa.nerenberg@sbcglobal.net
Lisa Nerenberg has been actively involved in the field of elder abuse prevention since 1984. She is a consultant to local,
state, and national organizations. Her clients have included the National Committee for the Prevention of Elder Abuse, the
National Center on Elder Abuse, the National Indian Council on Aging, the Police Executive Research Forum, the
California Medical Training Center, and the San Francisco Superior Court. She was the founding director of the San
Francisco Consortium for Elder Abuse Prevention, which piloted the nation’s first elder abuse multidisciplinary team and
other widely-replicated services, including a support group and shelter for elderly victims.
She has presented at hundreds of professional forums, testified before Congressional committees, and served on
governmental advisory committees. She has authored numerous articles, chapters, and publications. Her book, Elder
Abuse Prevention: Emerging Trends and Promising Strategies (Springer, 2008) describes what agencies, communities,
tribes, states, and national organizations can do to prevent abuse, treat its effects, and ensure justice. She currently
chairs the California Elder Justice Coalition and is an instructor at City College of San Francisco.

Torbjörn Odlöw
Senior Lecturer, University of Gothenburg
torbjorn.odlow@law.gu.se
Torbjörn Odlöw is a senior lecturer in private law at the Department of Law, School of Business, Economics and Law at
the University of Gothenburg. His LL.D. thesis deals with the question of whether the Swedish guardianship legislation is
in compliance with the principles of minimum intervention and maximum preservation of capacity for vulnerable adults.
Torbjörn Odlöw teaches courses in family
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law and work environment law at the University of Gothenburg and Karlstad University and he was director of
postgraduate studies at the Department of Law in the University of Gothenburg between 2008-2012. Prior to his academic
carrier he worked as a legal official at the Chief Guardians Office in the city of Gothenburg. Torbjörn Odlöw is engaged as
presenter and lecturer on matters of adult guardianship law by both public and private organizations, such as the Swedish
Association of Chief Guardians, County administrative boards (responsible for auditing Chief Guardians), Mental Disability
Advocacy Center.
Odlöw is also regularly engaged as an expert on Swedish adult guardianship law in court cases before local courts as well
as the supreme court of Sweden, in public investigations and by private associations as the Swedish Bankers’
Association.

Lee H. Anke
CEO, Prudent Investors Network
lee@prudentnetwork.com
Lee H. Anke has been an investment professional for 36 years. He is a Registered Investment Advisor specializing in
servicing the needs of both public and private fiduciaries/trustees. He manages assets for Public Guardians, private
professional fiduciaries, family fiduciaries and individuals. He holds the Series 7, 24, 63, 65 and 66 securities licenses and
his firm currently has over $100,000,000 under management.
Mr. Anke has served as an expert witness on matters of fiduciary investing in the San Diego, Los Angeles, and Las Vegas
Courts on matters including suitability of investments under state probate codes, compliance with the Uniform Prudent
Investor Act and fiduciary abuse. He is nationally recognized as an expert on the Uniform Prudent Investor Act (“Prudent
Investor Rule”), Modern Portfolio Theory, and in development of investment methodologies to comply with the “prudence”
mandates of trust, conservatorship and guardianship law.
Lee has spoken twice at semi‐annual conferences of the National College of Probate Judges, including a joint
presentation with Judge Thomas Stoever, now‐retired Presiding Judge of the Probate Courts of Los Angeles County, on
the topic of the Uniform Prudent Investor Act and “prudent” investing. He has taught classes at annual conventions of the
National Guardianship Association, the Professional Fiduciary Association of California (PFAC), the Florida State
Guardianship Association, the Arizona Fiduciaries Association and others.
He wrote and has taught for the past ten years the Management of the Investment Portfolio class, one of six classes
comprising the Certificate in Professional Fiduciary Management for Trustees curriculum at the California State University
at Fullerton. Lee passed the exams for Registered Guardian under the National Guardianship Foundation and for
California Certified Fiduciary. He co‐authored “Prudent Investing Under the California Probate Code: What Judges, Estate
Planning Attorneys, Fiduciaries, and Trustees Should Know” published mid‐2012.

Anthony Palmieri, JD, CIA
Deputy Clerk & Senior Auditor, Clerk & Comptroller for Palm Beach County
apalmieri@mypalmbeachclerk.com
Anthony is the Deputy Clerk and Senior Auditor in the Clerk & Comptroller for Palm Beach County’s Division of Inspector
General. He is a Certified Internal Auditor and he holds a Certification in Control Self-Assessment. Anthony is an expert
and nationally-recognized speaker on guardianship fraud. On behalf of the Clerk’s office, Anthony presented at the
National Guardianship Association’s conference, the National Adult Protective Services Association Conference, and the
National Aging and Law Institute Conference.
Prior to working for the Clerk & Comptroller, Anthony spent a decade auditing and performing special investigations for a
Fortune 100 corporation. He is a member of the Association of Inspectors General, Institute of Internal Auditors, Florida
State Guardianship Association Legislative Committee, Palm Beach County Bar Association Guardianship Education
Training Committee, Real Property, Probate, and Trust Law Section of The Florida Bar, Palm Beach Economic Crimes
Unit, Public Assistance Fraud Regional Workshop Group and the National Committee for the Prevention of Elder Abuse.
Anthony recently testified at guardianship legislation hearings at the Tennessee Bar Association and he was appointed to
the Board of Directors of the Foundation of Indigent Guardianships by the State of Florida Department of Elder Affairs.
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Ellen Penders
Vice President, Court of ’s-Hertogenbosch
ellen.penders@xs4all.nl
Ellen Penders is vice-president at the Court of ’s-Hertogenbosch, The Netherlands. Ellen has been chairperson of the
department of Curatele, bewind en mentorschap (Guardianship, administration and mentorship) at the court of ’sHertogenbosch since september 2011. She is a member of the Dutch national group of expert-judges on guardianship, as
well as a teacher of the subject of “the relation between guardians and the court’ at the Hogeschool Utrecht (Utrecht
College). Ellen has been a judge since 1994 and has worked in civil law, administrative and social law and in insolvancy.

Rebecca M. Pryor
President, Creative Approaches LTD
iagsproject@yahoo.com
Rebecca M. Pryor, MSM, NCG, is the President of Creative Approaches LTD, an adult guardianship and case
management services firm that specializes in cases involving family conflict. Mrs. Pryor has worked as a nonprofit chief
executive, lobbyist, advocate and community volunteer in the areas of child advocacy and adult guardianship for the past
42 years. She spearheaded the development the Court Appointed Special Advocate programs in Indiana. For the past
decade, she has been a leader in the development of the Indiana court approved volunteer guardian initiatives for
incapacitated adults and seniors and is the volunteer staff for the Indiana Adult Guardianship Services State Task Force.
Mrs. Pryor has been the recipient of numerous awards and honors including Indiana’s highest award, the Sagamore of the
Wabash, and the distinguished Indiana Commission for Women’s Torchbearer for Women Award.

Dr. Kelly Purser
Lecturer, Queensland University of Technology
k.purser@qut.edu.au
Kelly joined the Queensland University of Technology as a lecturer in 2011, where she is a member of the Health Law
Research Centre. Prior to this, she received an Australian Postgraduate Award in 2008 to undertake her doctoral studies
which examined capacity assessment in the context of wills, powers of attorney and advance health directives. Her
doctoral research also included an empirical component which explored the relationship between legal and medical
professionals when assessing capacity.
In addition to capacity assessment, Kelly’s research interests also include elder law, succession law, trusts and equity.
Kelly was previously admitted as a solicitor in 2004 in Queensland and New South Wales. When in practice she worked in
a variety of areas, with a particular focus on estate planning.

Mary Joy Quinn, RN, MA
Director (ret.) San Francisco Probate Court
maryjoyquinn@gmail.com
Mary Joy Quinn, RN, MA served as the director of San Francisco Probate Court (ret.) for 22 years and before that, as an
adult guardianship investigator for 12 years. She is the co-author of Elder Abuse and Neglect: Causes, Diagnosis, and
Intervention Strategies (1986, 1997) and the author of Guardianships of Adults: Achieving Justice, Autonomy, and Safety
(2005). She was the project director for a study on undue influence in adult guardianships which resulted in California
legislation that modernizes the definition of undue influence.
Ms. Quinn has served as a liaison or board member for numerous national organizations including the American Bar
Association Commission on Aging, the National Committee for the Prevention of Elder Abuse and the National College of
Probate Judges.
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Eloisa Rosés Ramos, MSW, LCSW, NCG
Executive Director and Public Guardian, Barry University School of Social Work
eramos@barry.edu
Eloisa Rosés Ramos has been a member of the Barry University School of Social Work since 1999 and has served as the
Executive Director for the Barry University Office of the Public Guardian since 2002. She is currently enrolled in the
Doctoral Program at Barry University.
Ms. Ramos has many years of professional and administrative experience with county, state, and private agencies
working with families and older adults in the areas of abuse and neglect, mental health, and developmental disabilities. In
2009 she received the Mary Thiel Award for significant contributions in bettering the lives of people with developmental
disabilities. Ms. Ramos is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker in the state of Florida and a National Certified Guardian.
Tanya M. Richmond MSW, LCSW
Program Coordinator and Assistant Clinical Professor, Center for Aging Research and Educational Services
(CARES)
Tanya_richmond@unc.edu
Ms. Richmond is program coordinator and an assistant clinical professor for the Center for Aging Research and
Educational Services (CARES) at the University of North Carolina and she also serves as clinical assistant professor,
teaching such courses as “Clinical Practice With Aging Populations” in the UNC School of Social Work.
She has worked in the following areas of the field of aging and disability: older adults, end of life issues, long-term care,
children with special needs, people who are deaf and hard of hearing, social work licensure, training and strategic
planning. She is an international trainer and mentor in person centered practices.

Mark Rozanc
Senior Disability Advisor, New South Wales Trustee and Guardian
mark.rozanc@tag.nsw.gov.au
Mark Rozanc is a senior disability advisor with New South Wales Trustee and Guardian. He is a counselling psychologist
with over 15 years of experience in the guardianship and financial management fields. Mark has recently been developing
with his colleague, Meredith Coote, a client profile consultation tool which will assist service providers and families in New
South Wales to understand the past and future pathways for an individual in regard to their chosen lifestyles, both past
and present. He is a member of the Australian College of Counselling Psychologists.

Ona Russell, PhD
Credentialed Mediator, Private Practice
onarussell@gmail.com
Ona Russell is a credentialed mediator. She holds a PhD in literature from UC San Diego, where she developed a
California Bar accredited course that she has delivered to legal organizations throughout the state. She has co-conducted
several mediation workshops and presented at the 2012 National Guardianship Association Conference. She is also an
essayist, award-winning novelist and a contributor to many professional journals.

Eva Ryrstedt
Professor, Lund University
eva.ryrstedt@jur.lu.se
Eva Ryrstedt is a professor at the Faculty of Law, Lund University, Sweden. She mainly teaches family law, which is also
the focus of her research. However, she often conducts her research on the interface between social welfare law and
family law.
After publishing her thesis on joint dwelling and division of property after the end of a marriage or cohabitation, she mostly
worked with child-related issues. She often works comparatively and has, apart from the Nordic countries, taken a special
interest in England and Australia.
Ryrstedt also writes commentaries to the Marriage Code and the Children and Parents’ Code in Sweden. She is part of
comparative and international research collaborations and has published her research results in monographs and
anthologies, and also in international and national journals. Her international research network encompasses senior
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researchers from inter alia the Nordic countries, Australia, England and the USA. Ryrstedt is a part of the Norma research
programme and now participates in the Elder Law Project, where her research is aimed at civil rights of the elderly in a
family law setting.

Leslie Salzman
Clinical Professor of Law, Cardozo Law School
salzman@yu.edu
For the last 23 years, Leslie Salzman has been teaching in a civil litigation clinical program at Cardozo Law School,
representing low-income individuals who are elderly or have disabilities. During this time, she has been involved in
individual and class action litigation primarily in the areas of elder and disability rights and benefits, and housing and
consumer law. She also teaches disability law at Cardozo and has lectured and written on issues relating to guardianship.
Ms. Salzman also serves as a mediator in the Southern District of New York and mediates a range of community disputes
in New York City’s community mediation centers.
Prior to joining the Cardozo faculty, she was an attorney at New York Lawyers for the Public Interest, where she
specialized in litigation concerning the rights of individuals with physical and mental disabilities and worked for several
years as a staff attorney at South Brooklyn Legal Services. After her graduation from New York University School of Law,
she served as pro se law clerk in the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit.

Dominique Sanz-David
Staff Attorney, Bet Tzedek Legal Services
dsanzdavid@bettzedek.org
Dominique Sanz-David is a staff attorney at Bet Tzedek Legal Services in Los Angeles, California. In her position with the
caregiver unit, Dominique assists low-income, elderly clients and their caregivers with end-of-life planning,
conservatorships (adult guardianship), elder abuse litigation, and Medi-Cal estate planning.

Diane Kavadias Schneider
Judge, Lake Superior Court
dks922@aol.com
Judge Diane Kavadias Schneider was appointed to the Lake Superior Court on July 26, 2000 and became the first woman
judge to serve in the civil division of the Court. She currently serves as the Senior Judge of the civil division. Her 28 years
of public service in the courts includes the positions of Magistrate in the County Division and Court Administrator and
Referee in the Juvenile Division of the Superior Court.
Judge Schneider has served as chair of the Indiana Adult Guardianship Task Force. The Indiana Commission for Women
awarded Judge Schneider the 2005 Torchbearer Award for Advocacy in recognition of her work with the Volunteer
Advocates for Seniors Program, the first such guardianship program in Indiana. She was named ‘2012 Guardian of the
Year’ by the Indiana State Guardianship Association. Judge Schneider remains actively involved with the Task Force and
the formation of a State Office of Adult Guardianship under the Division of State Court Administration. Her previous
service includes membership on the boards of the National Association of Women Judges and the Lake County Bar
Association. She is a past president of the Valparaiso University School of Law Alumni Association.
Judge Schneider has been an active member of the Indiana State Bar Association and has been a delegate to its House
of Delegates for many years. She is a past member of the Board of Governors and is a Master Fellow of the Indiana Bar
Association. She has chaired the Committee on Women in the Law and through her leadership the annual ISBA Women’s
Bench Bar Retreat was established. Judge Schneider was General Chair of the 1997 ISBA Spring Meeting, and has
served on numerous ISBA committees. Judge Schneider was appointed by immediate past ISBA President Vinovich to
serve on the ISBA Governance Task Force and by current ISBA President James Dimos to serve as vice-chair of the
Standing Committee on Articles and Bylaws. Judge Schneider is the current Chair of the Probate Committee of the
Indiana Judicial Conference. She is a member of the National Association of Probate Judges, the National Guardianship
Association, and the Indiana State Guardianship Association.

Malcolm Schyvens
President, Guardianship Tribunal of New South Wales
malcolm.schyvens@gt.nsw.gov.au
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Malcolm Schyvens was admitted as a solicitor of the Supreme Court of Tasmania in 1997. He is a past president of the
Law Society of Tasmania (2007-2008), having been in private practice in Holbert for 11 years. He was also a part-time
member of the Guardianship and Administrative Board (TAS), the Forensic Tribunal (TAS) and a Director of the Centre for
Legal Studies in Hobart. He also held the position of President of Cosmos, Inc. (2003-2008), Tasmania’s largest provider
of day services to persons with an intellectual disability.
Mr. Schyvens was appointed Deputy President of the Guardianship Tribunal of New South Wales in 2008 and was later
appointed as President in 2011. He is currently Vice Convenor of the Court of Australasian Tribunals (NSW).

Catherine Anne Seal
Partner, Kirtland & Seal, LLC
cas@kirtlandseal.com
Catherine Anne Seal is a partner in the law firm of Kirtland & Seal, LLC. Ms. Seal is a member of the National Academy of
Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA) and is one of only ten attorneys in Colorado designated a Certified Elder Law Attorney by
the National Elder Law Foundation. She serves on NAELA’s Executive Committee as Treasurer and is a Fellow of the
Academy.
Ms. Seal is a member of the American Bar Association’s Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section where she serves
on the Publications Committee and she is also a member of the Senior Lawyers Division. She is the Public Administrator
for the Fourth Judicial District of Colorado.
Ms. Seal was a conference author and delegate to the Third National Guardianship Summit. She received her law degree
from the University of Colorado Law School and is the first person to be awarded and LLM in Elder Law from Stetson
University College of Law.
Ms. Seal has written Colorado Elder Law for Thomson West, which is a volume in the Colorado Practice Series. She is a
member of the Colorado Bar Association and of the CBA Trust & Estates Section and Elder Law Section and past chair of
the Elder Law Section. Ms. Seal practices elder law and focuses primarily on protective proceedings and elder financial
exploitation.

Jamie Shirley, PhD, RN
Faculty Member, University of Washington Bothell
jamiegs@uw.edu
Jamie Shirley is a faculty member of the nursing and health studies program at the University of Washington Bothell. Her
areas of scholarship includes ethics and end-of-life care, in particular the influence of dependency on our understanding
of autonomy. She is also a clinical ethics consultant at the University of Washington Medical Center. Dr. Shirley is a
developer and instructor for the Washington State Guardianship Certificate Program, one of the most robust professional
training programs for guardians in the country, offered in collaboration by UW and the Washington CPG Board.

Anita Smith
Chair, Australian Guardianship and Administration Council
anita.smith@justice.tas.gov.au
Anita Smith B.A.LLB, LLM is the President of the Guardianship and Administration Board of Tasmania. She was admitted
as a legal practitioner in 1992. She has practiced law in private practice and community legal centers. She was a policy
advisor to the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission and a Chief of Staff to the Tasmanian Attorney General.
Anita is the Chair of the Australian Guardianship and Administration Council and was the Convenor of the 2012 World
Congress on Adult Guardianship.

Dr. Josep-Maria Solé-Chavero
Founder and President, ENCAIX
jmsole@fundaciotutelar.org
Josep-Maria Solé-Chavero is a lawyer and a manager at a Guardianship Foundation in Girona (Catalonia-Spain). He is
the founder and the president at ENCAIX, a large organization which includes 12 guardianship foundations that work all
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around the Catalan country. He has also worked for the Catalan Government as the Regional Director of the Catalan
Ministry of Welfare in Girona.
He currently leads an organization that exercises the guardianship for more than 600 people over the Girona area.
Beyond his daily work at the foundation, he has promoted several dissemination activities related to the legal protection of
vulnerable people working together with the Catalan government and also with French organizations. He is now working
together with the Observatory of Applied Ethics in Social Action on the line of people with intellectual disabilities selfgovernment processes from the ethics point of view.

Michael Splaine
Owner and Principal, Splaine Consulting
mikesplaine@verizon.net
Michael Splaine is owner and principal in Splaine Consulting, a small advocacy and government affairs consulting firm
based in Washington DC. Immediately prior to starting this company, Mike was Director of State Government Affairs in the
Public Policy Division of the US Alzheimer’s Association, leading its grassroots network to accomplish state policy
priorities, including comprehensive state Alzheimer Plans and Uniform Guardianship Jurisdiction and Protective
Proceedings Act. As principal in Splaine Consulting, he is the public policy adviser for Alzheimer’s Disease International,
the umbrella organization for national Alzheimer’s Associations around the world, active with ADI’s World Health
Organization strategy group and now advancing its policy agenda with UN based opportunities in New York and Geneva.
The company has a variety of non-profit and commercial government affairs and advocacy engagements. Mike is also
CEO of a new company called Cognitive Solutions, LLC, a specialized consultancy to hospitals on their care of persons
with dementia and other cognitive impairment.

Alexandra Sprouster
Legal Officer, New South Wales Guardianship Tribunal
Alexandra.sprouster@gt.nsw.gov.au
Alexandra Sprouster is the legal officer for the New South Wales Guardianship Tribunal. She was admitted as a solicitor
of the Supreme Court of New South Wales in 2011. Alexandra is also the Vice-Chair of the Public Law and Government
Committee of New South Wales Young Lawyers and a volunteer solicitor at the Inner City Legal Centre.

Thomas A. Swift
Judge, Trumbull County Probate Court
swift@trumbullprobate.org
Thomas A. Swift is the judge of the Trumbull County Probate Court. He formerly served as partner in the law firm of
Turner & Swift in Warren, Ohio. He is immediate past chair of the Ohio Judicial Conference, past president of the Ohio
Association of Probate Judges, a board member of the National Committee for the Prevention of Elder Abuse, serves on
the Board of Governors of the American Judges Association and chairs their Elder Abuse and Probate Law Committees.
In addition, he is a member of the Supreme Court of Ohio’s Advisory Committee on Children, Families, and the Courts
and the Adult Guardianship Committee.
Judge Sift serves as a member of the Ohio Attorney General’s Elder Abuse Commission, Ohio Elder Abuse Task Force
Steering Committee, and the Ohio Coalition of Adult Protective Services Steering Committee. He also is a member of the
Ohio State Bar Association, Trumbull County Bar Association, American Bar Association, Florida Bar Association, and
American Judges Association.

Hiroshi Takahashi
Executive Director, Japan Adult Guardianship Law Association
takahashi@keyakino.co.jp
Hiroshi Takahashi is Executive Director of the Japan Adult Guardianship Law Association. He runs the Keyakino Legal
Corporation of Japanese Solicitors which is usually serves 35-40 wards as a professional guardian in Saitama, Japan. He
is also a member of Civil and Family Mediation Committee at the Court and Judicial Commissioner.
He planned Jissen Seinenkoken, Japan’s first journal on guardianship for adults under the direction of Professor Makoto
Arai as a executive director of the Legal Support Adult Guardian Center, Tokyo in 2000. He previously worked at the
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Overseas Division, Komatsu Ltd. He was formerly a member of the welfare video production committee, NHK Public
Welfare Organization. He was Secretary General, World Congress on Adult Guardianship Law 2010 in Yokohama.
His major publications include Visions of the Adult Guardianship Law System (co-author, 2011); Problems Concerning the
Adult Guardianship System (co-author, 2012); Adult Guardianship Studies (3rd ed., co-author, 2013).

Lihong Tang
Professor, Fuzhou University Law School
goodsheeplove@163.com
Lihong Tang is a Professor at the Law School of Fuzhou University of China, where he served as the academic leader in
these disciplines of constitutional law and administrative law, social law and economic law. In these research areas, he
has published more than 100 articles and eight books. Professor Lihong Tang is the chairman of the Social and Legal
Affairs Committee of the China Association of Business Law, and the chairman of the Association of Social Law of the
Fujian Province Law Association. He is the vice-chairman of the Fujian Province Urban Science Association, and he is the
executive member and legal counsel of the Domestic and International Public Relations Association.

Andrew Taylor
Public Trustee and Chief Executive, Australian Capital Territory (PTACT)
andrew.taylor@act.gov.au
Andrew Taylor is the public trustee for the Australian Capital Territory (PTACT) since 2005. In that capacity, Mr. Taylor is
also Chief Executive of PTACT. Mr. Taylor is senior member of the Public Trustee Investment Board, member of the
Financial Services Council of Australia, secretary of the Australian
Guardianship and Administration Council and is past member of the ACT Ministerial Advisory Council on Ageing. He is
trustee for GreaterGood - The Capital Region Community Foundation and an immediate past Trustee representing the
Ministerial Council on the National Travel Compensation Fund Board of Trustees.
Mr. Taylor was recently appointed as Chair of the Official Visitors’ Board under the Official Visitors’ Act 2012 with effect
from September 2013. Mr. Taylor was formerly appointed as Registrar-General for the Australian Capital Territory.

Yotam Tolub, Esq.
Legal Counsel, Bizchut
yotamt@bizchut.org.il
Attorney Yotam Tolub is an Israeli disability rights lawyer specializing in legal capacity and the right to autonomy. He has
been working at Bizchut – the Israel Human Rights Center for People with Disabilities for the last six years as a legal
counsel. He handles litigation, promoting legislation, raising awareness and writing on the issue.
Yotam is an expert in the field of the right to legal capacity for people with disabilities as well as in developing alternatives
to guardianship in accordance with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. He has represented in
Israeli courts people with intellectual and psychosocial disability under legal guardianship claiming their independence. He
is currently leading an Israeli pilot of supported decision making.

Barbara R. Trader
Executive Director, TASH
btrader@tash.org
Barb Trader is Executive Director of TASH, a progressive grassroots organization that advances inclusion and human
rights of people with significant disabilities and support needs. In her role at TASH, Barb leads APRAIS (Alliance for
Prevention of Restraint, Aversive Intervention and Seclusion), a 24-member alliance of national non-profits with a mission
to eliminate aversive interventions. She also serves as the co-chair of the Education Work Group for the Collaboration to
Promote Self Determination, a 15-member coalition to advance high-impact public policy.
Barb has worked in the disability field for 36 years as a therapist, project director, and administrator at local, state, national
and international levels. Her areas of expertise include organization administration, community mobility and integration,
community mapping, administration of integrated programs and events, life balance coaching, and facilitating avocational
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and vocational goals. She formed a wheelchair division for the Peachtree Road Race (Atlanta), the first to occur in a major
race, serving as director for 10 years, and advised road race directors throughout the world.
The 1996 Atlanta Paralympic Games were the first to be held in the United States, due in part to a grassroots effort led by
Barb and local advocates. As vice president of community youth and education programs, Barb designed and
implemented 15 programs that spanned a three year period, including an employment program for people with disabilities
in collaboration with Fortune 500 Games sponsors. This program facilitated long-term and ongoing commitment to
practices that increased employment of people with disabilities by IBM, Bell South, Home Depot, Coca-Cola, UPS,
Randstad Staffing Services, and others. She has authored articles, book chapters, and launched national programs, and
has served on the national leadership staff of VSA arts and Easter Seals.

Dr. Brenda Uekert
Principal Court Research Consultant, National Center for State Courts
buekert@ncsc.org
Brenda K. Uekert (Ph.D.), principal court research consultant at the National Center for State Courts, has worked
extensively in the areas of domestic violence, elder issues, and problem-solving courts. She is the founder and director of
NCSC’s Center for Elders and the Courts—a national resource to the courts on aging issues, elder abuse and
guardianship. Dr. Uekert is the author of the Elder Abuse Toolkits for prosecutors and courts and served as the Research
Director on the revised National Probate Court Standards project. She recently directed the development of a
multidisciplinary distance-learning course on elder abuse. Dr. Uekert staffs the Conference of Chief Justices and
Conference of State Court Administrators Joint Committee on Elder and the Courts.

Ariadne Van den Broeck
PhD Researcher/FWO fellow, Family Property Law Institute of the University of Leuven
ariadne.vandenbroeck@law.kuleuven.be
Ariadne Van den Broeck works as a PhD researcher at the Rector Roger Dillemans Family Property Law Institute of the
University of Leuven (Belgium). She conducted a comparative research on the patrimonial protection of vulnerable adults
by lasting powers of attorney in Europe. This project was funded by the Research Foundation of Flanders and supervised
by prof. em. dr. W. Pintens and prof. dr. A.L. Verbeke. The research results will be published as a book this summer. In
2012, Ariadne Van den Broeck presented some of her findings at the international Alzheimer Europe conference in
Vienna. Currently, she is conducting a PhD research on the equality among heirs.

Laura Watts
Senior Fellow and past National Director, Canadian Centre for Elder Law
ltamblynwatts@gmail.com
Laura Watts is a Senior Fellow and past National Director at the Canadian Centre for Elder Law. She teaches at a number
of universities on law and aging, including the University of Toronto. With more than a decade of experience in the field,
Laura is a frequent presenter on issues related to elder law, with specialty in guardianship and elder abuse issues. She is
the Cir of the Canadian Bar Association Elder Law section and is the 2012 Distinguished Fellow in Elder Law at Stetson
University.

Linda S. Whitton
Professor of Law, Valparaiso University Law School
linda.whitton@valpo.edu
Linda S. Whitton, Professor of Law at Valparaiso University Law School, is the Reporter for the Uniform Power of Attorney
Act and the Reporter for the Joint Uniform Law Commission/Uniform Law Conference of Canada Drafting Committee for
the Interjurisdictional Recognition of Substitute Decision-Making Documents Act. She was a contributing author to the
Third National Guardianship Summit and is a frequent participant in national forums on the topics of diminished capacity
and surrogate decision making.
Professor Whitton teaches courses in Elder Law and Property and speaks and publishes on a variety of elder law topics.
She is the co-author of Everyday Law for Seniors (Paradigm 2012) with Lawrence Frolik.
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Lindy Willmott
Professor, Queensland University of Technology (QUT)
l.willmott@qut.edu.au
Lindy Willmott is a professor with the Faculty of Law at Queensland University of Technology (QUT), Australia and a
Director of QUT’s Health Law Research Centre. She teaches and researches in the area of health and guardianship law,
particularly end-of-life issues.
Lindy served for many years as a part-time member of the Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal (formerly the
Guardianship and Administration Tribunal). She is also the co-author of many text books in a range of areas including de
facto relationships law, contract law and mortgages law.
Lindy is currently undertaking empirical research on end of life decision-making as part of two Australian Research
Council funded linkage projects. She is also a chief investigator on a National Health and Medical Research Council
funded Centre of Research Excellence on End of Life.

Erica F. Wood
Assistant Director, ABA Commission on Law and Aging
erica.wood@americanbar.org
Erica F. Wood is assistant director of the ABA Commission on Law and Aging. She has been associated with the
Commission since 1980, where she has worked primarily on issues concerning adult guardianship, legal services delivery,
dispute resolution, health and long-term care, and access to court.
Erica has participated in national studies on public guardianship and guardianship monitoring; and played a role in
convening national consensus conferences on guardianship. Prior to 1980, she served as staff attorney at Legal
Research and Services for the Elderly, National Council of Senior Citizens.
Ms. Wood is a member of the Virginia State Bar. She served on the Virginia Public Guardian and Conservator Advisory
Board and the Commonwealth Council on Aging. She chaired the Arlington County Commission on Long-Term Care
Residences; currently serves on the Arlington Commission on Aging
In 2013 she received the Isabella Horton Grant Guardianship Award from the National College of Probate Judges.

Jennifer Wright
Professor of Law, University of St. Thomas School of Law
jlwright1@stthomas.edu
Jennifer L. Wright is a professor of law at the University of St. Thomas School of Law in Minneapolis, Minnesota. She
directs the Elder Law Practice Group in the Legal Services Clinic, part of the Interprofessional Center for Counseling and
Legal Services at St. Thomas. Prior to entering law teaching, Professor Wright practiced as a legal aid attorney for 12
years in California and Oregon.
In her clinical teaching, Professor Wright teaches and supervises law students, in collaboration with social work and
psychology students, representing low-income seniors in cases related to long-term care rights, Medicaid, financial
exploitation of the elderly, and guardianship and conservatorship. Professor Wright publishes in the areas of elder law,
guardianship, mediation, therapeutic jurisprudence, and legal education.
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