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Data or Information

Keeping on the Court’s 
Good Side

October 13, 2019

What is Data

• Data is a raw and unorganized fact that must be 
processed to make it meaningful.  

• Data can be something simple and seemingly 
random and useless until it is organized.

• Example – each M&M in the jar

https://www.diffen.com/difference/Data_vs_Information
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What is Information
• When data is processed, organized, structured 
or presented in a given context so as to make 
it useful, it is called information

• Example – M&M counts – 56 red, 33 green, 27 
brown for a total of 116 M&Ms.

• https://www.diffen.com/difference/Data_vs_Information

Examples
• List of ingredients vs. Cake

• List of directions vs. Destination address

• List of expenses vs. Budget
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Evaluating Financial Performance

• What questions do you have?
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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Date
10-Jan
14-Jan
14-Jan
29‐Jan
29‐Jan
13‐Feb

13-Feb

13-Feb

17‐Feb

20-Feb

27-Mar

27‐Mar

28-Mar

5-Apr

20-Apr

20-Apr

20-Apr

11-May

11-May

11-May

11-May

11-May

22-May

19‐Jun

19-Jun

19-Jun

23-Jun

23-Jun

24-Jun

14-Jul

19-Jul

24-Jul

26-Jul

8-Aug

15-Aug

15-Aug

28-Aug

1-Sep

5-Sep

6-Sep

6-Sep

8-Sep

8-Sep

27-Sep

28-Sep

28-Sep

Check# 
credit 

Echeck
309

credit

credit

credit

Echeck

310

Payee
Time Warner Cable
Boothbay Harbor Sewer District

Treasurer State of Maine Time 

Warner Cable Central Maine 

Power Central Maine Power 

The First
FEMA Flood Payments

DONATED WEEK TO CURE OF ARS AUC Time 

Warner Cable
The First

Central Maine Power Patrons 

Oxford Ins Co. Chase Credit Card 

Services Central Maine Power
The First

Time Warner Cable Central 

Maine Power Town of Boothbay 

Harbor

Boothbay Harbor Sewer District

Boothbay Region Water District The

First

Time Warner Cable Patrons 

Oxford Ins Co. Integrity 

Services Central Maine 

Power The First
Mike Roberts

Time Warner Cable Jack 

Stack BBQ Central Maine 

Power The First
Mike Roberts

Spectrum (Time Warner) 

Central Maine Power
The First

Central Maine Power Spectrum 

(Time Warner) Town of 

Boothbay Harbor Giles Rubbish
Oceanside Restauant
Mike Roberts
The First

Central Maine Power Francis

S Franke & Co Blake's

Boatyard
The First
Time Warner Cable
Giles Rubbish
Mike Roberts

Central Maine Power Daves 

Appliance Spectrum (Time

Amount
$10.47 Utilities

$443.59 Utilities
$417.65 Rent
$10.47 Utilities
$15.46 Utilities
$15.48 Utilities

$200.00 Loan Payme

$4,310.00 Insurance

$3,800.00 Charity

$10.47 Utilities

$100.00 Loan Payme

$15.62 Utilities

$501.25 Insurance

$1,395.70 Travel

$15.42 Utilities

$200.00 Loan Payme

$20.94 Utilities

$15.89 Utilities

$80.00 Fees

$212.70 Utilities

$347.49 Utilities

$200.00 Loan Payme

$10.47 Utilities

$1,508.75 Insurance

$110.00 Maintenance

$19.16 Utilities

$500.00 Loan Payme

$2,850.00 Employees

$323.15 Utilities

$148.53 Gift

$114.43 Utilities

$2,000.00 Loan Payme

$2,234.00 Employees

$161.63 Utilities

$215.73 Utilities

$3,500.00 Loan Payme

$176.07 Utilities

$234.65 Utilities

$5,142.54 Tax

$65.50 Maintenance

$200.00 Gift

$1,171.50 Employees

$2,000.00 Loan Payme

$232.21 Utilities

$735.00 Accountant

$204 00 Maintenance

credit

Echeck 

credit 

credit

Credit 

credit 

Echeck 

credit 

credit

312

313

314

Echeck 

credit

credit

316 

credit 

Echeck

317 

credit 

credit 

credit 

Echeck

318 

credit 

credit 

Echeck 

credit 

credit

324

325 

credit

326

Echeck 

credit

329

330

Echeck 

credit

330

Income and Expense Transactions
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Information by Payee

Payee vs Category
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Asset Management

• Project Needs and Resources

• Plan for Liquidity

• Court Requirements

• Timing Issues

• Alternative Care Plans

Asset Management
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Asset Management

Information Allows Us To

–Detect Elder Abuse

–Maintain Estate Plan

–Balance clients needs, wants and 
resources
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Find the Elder Abuse
• Credit Union Bank Account

• Under Client Control

• $48,918.33     Income over last 3 years 

• $53,756.00     Withdrawals over last 3 years

• Client pays for groceries and household 
expenses

• Client’s daughter lives with her

Find the Elder Abuse
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Find the Elder Abuse

Maintain Estate Plan
• Parents deceased – money into Special Needs 
Trust for daughter

• Son is financially independent

• Son reviews annual trust report

• Son’s children inherit the remaining trust

• Annual conflict over expenses
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Maintain Estate Plan

Maintain 
Estate 
Plan
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Balance wants, needs, resources

• 79 year old man with a traumatic injury

• Heart condition, diabetes and kidney failure

• Group home trial failed

• Wants to live at home

• Needs assistance with all ADLs

• Told 2‐5 years, 3 years ago

Balance wants, needs, resources
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When do we use Financial Information

• Guiding our own decisions

• Reviewing other’s decisions

• Choosing among various alternatives

Guiding our own Decisions

• Purchase car for client

• Considerations

– Cost initial purchase

– Ongoing expenses?

– Cost of alternatives

– Family harmony

– Best use of limited funds
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Guiding our own Decisions

Review Others Actions

• Invoice review – summary vs line item detail

• Insurance charges – watch for duplication and 
changes in charges

• Changes in overall spending per month/year

• Think about others reviewing our actions
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Choose Among Alternatives

• Care at home vs in facility

– Compare costs

– Bring in where client wants to live

– How long will the money last

Choose Among Alternatives
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